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T hough the Operation 
black Thunder has been 
a grand success and the 
government deserves all appre- 
ciation for the commendable 
restraint shown by it, the battle 
against terrorism has not been 
won as yet. The short-term 
objective of clearing the Golden 
Temple of terrorists has been 
achieved but the long-term 
objective of rooting out terrorism 
from Punjab still remains unful- 
filled. It may take years to 
accomplish judging from the 
present policy of the govern- 
ment. 

There is a vital difference 
between Operation Bluestar and 
Operation Black Thunder. In 
1984, the terrorists under the 
leadership of Sant Jarnail Singh 
Bhinderanwale were alflioled up 
in the Golden Temple and it was 
easy to deal with them. The ter- 
rorists’ back was broken then 
and it took them a long time to 
revive their nefarious activities. 
Now the number of terrorists is 
much more than the two hundred 
odd who surrendered before the 
security forces before and on 
May 1 9. The daily killing of inno- 
cent persons is still going on and 
with the killing of labourers the 
other day at Ropar the work of 
constructing the Sutlej yamuna 
Link canal has been seriously 
hampered as most of the labour- 
ers have fled to their home 
States of Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar in panic. 

So have some of unskilled 
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workers in industrial units. The 
strategy of the terrorists is to 
damage the economy of the 
State, particularly in the fidld of 
agriculture. The daily wage of the 
migrant labour in the agriculture 
sector has already gone up from 
Rs. 1 5 a day to Rs. 28 a day . The 
increase in labaour cost may 
affect farm output. Punjab is the 
main contriabutor to the national 
food basket. In 1987-88, the 
State contributed 3.2 million 
tonnes of rice out of the total 
Central pool of 5.6 million 
tonnes. 

Classical Terrorism 
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The office of the Bhindranwala Tiger* Force of Kha|l»tan (BTEK). The leader of BTKF, eetf styled LL 
General Burjlt Singh Penfa, com- mined suicide after surrendering to the security fortes. (PIB photo) 


N ot only that. The second 
phase of ’classical’ ter- 
rorism has begun - that 
of bomb blasts. Interrogation of 
the 46 terrorists arrested from 
the Golden Temple on May 19 
shows that not all of them belong 
to Pubjab. About one-thrid of 


them belong to other States 
including Haryana, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi 
and Calcutta. Besides, now the 
terrorists are spread over in vil- 
lages in the border districts of 
Amritsar, Gurdaspaur and 


Ferozepur and have sanctuaries 
in ‘safe’ houses. Recruitment of 
terrorists from other States adds 
another dimension to the prob- 
lem and calls for inter-State 
cooperation. So there is no room 
for complacency or premature 


jubilation. 

Though the government Is 
determined to fight terrorism, 
the immediate task before It Is 
to restore the ‘maryada’ (ritu- 
als) of the Golden Temple. The 
Continued on page 4 


The Battle For Allahabad 


H.G. Deshpande 


W hat happens at Alla- 
habad is going to det- 
ermine the shape of 
Indian politics at least in the short 
run. If V.P. Singh wins, it would 
be a serious setback for the 
ruling party. If he loses, his 
standing as an alternative to the 
Prime Minister would take a 
severe knock and it may not be 
easy for him to recover from this 
blow. 

So far certain things that have 
happened have not gone in 
favour of VP Singh. For instance, 
the manner in which he has been 
bottled up in Allahabad does not 
do much credit to his political 
skills. Till the very last minute, 
Amitabh Bachchan was pro- 
jected as a likely candidate. 
While it was right for VP Singh 
to have taken the position that he 
would oppose Bachchan, it was 
not right for him not to have pro- 
jected, in good time, a substitute 
candidate. Once the unexpected 
happened he got trapped. No 
other alternative candidate was 
available and he was left with no 
choice except to continue to be 
a candidate. 
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uood Candidate 

Secondly, the ruling party has 
projected a good candidated in 
Sunil Shastri. As the son of the 
late Lai Bahadu Shastir, he has 
family prestige. As a personally 
clean person there is little that 
can be said in criticism of him. As 


having close familyconnections 
with VP Singh, it would be diffi- 
cult for the latter to say anything 
hostile or unflattering to him. 

Thirdly, the caste calculus is 
rather dicey. Certain castes 
support VP Singh and certain 
others support Sunil Shastri 
and so on. One need not go 


into details to see the point 
that it Is a somewhat upredict- 
able situation. 

Kanshi Factor 

Fourthly, the candidature of 
Kanshi Ram is an important 
development. He has a well 
defined constituency and is likely 
to be a strong contender, it is dif- 
ficult to say how it will turn out. 
Without claiming for him that he 
is the dark horse in this race, it 
is important that his candidature 
be taken seriously. 

All these factors are not in 
favour of VP Singh. At the same 
time even in their aggregate/ 
they do not amount to this much, 
that VP Singh has all the cards 
stacked against him. Despite^ 
these four factors against hirn 
there are certain things in his • 
favour also. Foe one thing he has 
spent quite some time in $aha-3j 
bad already. It is reasonable to 
assume therefore that some kind 
of an organisational structui* 
has already got established, but 
fthat is curucial may be the 
second factor* 

Continued on pag»4 
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You said it 

by Laxman Times of India 
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The high command knows that he is 
unpopular, corrupt, inefficient! But 
they refuse to remove him because it 
would be bad for the image of the 
party! 


This is it! 

By Sudhir Dar 
, — — Hindustan Times ■ — , 
vmi^,You Look FAMTAETic! ] 
WoWE LO&T So MyCH / 
] lytlSHT, YoUKE L-OOKfK 0" I 
YEAB5 YouN<s£|t !'. ) 
V WrtATs The SECP-Eirf J 




V MO ?OWEK]'VA 
|foPYHouKsfl-\Y‘ 
A eat foRfl;\v 


You said it 

by Laxman 
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Parry that question, sir! Say the matter 
has not come to your notice — it’s 
about the contract you got through 
your son using your official influence. ; 


iLPANDITJI WERE ALIVE TODAY 
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Sound and Fury 

I know Rajiv so well. When he gives that artificial smile of his what he 
is really showing is suppressed rage. 

- ARUN NEHRU in Sunday 

I don’t believe the government has a police on Punjab. If an emergency 
is imposed it would be a pre-election gambit. 

- L/C. ADVANI BJP president in Asiaweek. 

In fairness to Mr. Antulay, I must publicity record that the crimes allegec 
against him in comparison with the crimes of his political superiors are 
almost trivial. My advice to the prime minister would'be to induct hin 
into his cabinet and improve the morality-average of the Cabinet. 

- RAM JETHMALANI in the Telegraph. 

Those who believe India is not governed well should remember hov 
miraculous it is that it is governed at all. 

- RICHARD NIXON in his new book. 1 999-Victory Without War. 

Practically everybody who aspires to be the chief minister of Tamil Nadi 
would like to see me dead. Because there is no other way they car 
stop me. 

- JAYALALITHA in the Illustrated Weekly of India. 

If you want me to make you happy, I’ll take it (the oath) in Italian. 

- SUBRAMANIAM SWAMY, Janata MP. when asked by a Congresi 
(!) minister which language he was going to take his oath in, quotei 
in The Statesman. 

When the bodies are not equal, how can rights be equal? 

- NIRANJAN DEV TEERTH, Shankaracharya of Puri, responding U 
a question on whether men and women should ahve equal rights 
in The Illustrated Weekly of India. 

I agree that playing Ram has done a world of good to Arun Govil's image 
But what about the damage done to Ram’s image? 

- RANDHIR KAPOOR in Fiimfare 

I feel a sense of personal hurt because he (Rajiv Gandhi) is my friend 
I feel a sence of indignity because he is the Prime Minister. 

- ARUN SINGH, Congress (I) MP, on the allegations against the Primi 
Minsiter. 

The Centre is making a show of having negotiations on the "Gorkha 
land" issue after closing the door for talks by saying that Bengal coul< 
not be divided. 

- SUBASH GHISING, GNLF Chief 

The government was far easir to work with (than the press) 

- H. Y. SHARADA PRASAD, former information adviser to the Prim 
Minister 

In this country there is a lot f pressure (to catch the criminal after a casi 
is registered). We normally solve 28 per cent of such cases. Abroai 
the figures are upto 15 per cent. 

- RAJA VIJAY KARAN, Delhi Police Chief 

Rajesh Pitot and Buta Singh started spending hours waiting for the Giar 
(Zail Singh) and telling him. 'This (Rajiv Gandhi) is your son. You havi 
made him. You have done so much for Indira Gandhi and had you nc 
made this man the Prime Minister then who would have made him 

- V.C. SHUKLA, Jan Morcha Leader 

Not content with having one finger in the Sri Lanka pai, India is tryin 
to pull out a pulm in Afghanistan too. 

- COMMENT IN THE ECONOMIST 
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SGPC At the Crossroads 


Steps to Heal the 
Psyche 


After the surrender of approximately 200 militants at Amritsar, the 
focus has now shifted to the manner in which the SGPC managers to 
cope with the problems that are likely to arise. In this regard two fal- 
lacies need to be got out of the way. One, the SGPC is not immune 
from the confusion and ambivalence which is to be found in the Sikh 
community in regard to the whole business of violence and killing. On 
the one hand the majority of people have been unhappy with the manner 
in which the Golden Temple has been misused. On the other hand, 
even while disapproving of what was happening and what has led to 
the present sorry situation, most people did not get to the extent of 
expressing their disapproval. The overall feeling was one of ambiva- 
lence. 

Why it was so and what factors contributed to it are issues that need 
not be taken up at this stage. The plain fact is that the SGPC was unhap- 
ply about what was happening but it was powerless to do much about 
it. Maybe there were some people who were more sympathetic than 
powerless. It would be a difficult question to decide, however, which 
point of view was the dominant one. 

Secondly, there are limits to what the SGPC can do. When Barnala 
p^vas the Chief Minister some kind of a task force was recruited by the 
#GPC from amongst ex-servicemen to act as its police wing. The exper- 
iment was successful! but only partialy. In a couple of cases some peopie 
were manhandled and perhaps there were a couple of casualties as 
well. Whatever be the details, that force was disbanded when Tohra 
became the President of the SGPC against the wishes of the then chief 
Minister, Barnala. Once again it is not possible to investigate how Tohra 
could outwit and outmanoeure the Chief Minister. The definite thing that 
can be said is that this did not happen without the connivance of the 
Centre. 

Heart of the Matter 

And this brings us to the heart of the matter. Whatever happens within 
the SGPC, the Centre always manages to manipulate some particular 
group of people or the other. In theory, the pretence is that the SGPC 
is an independent body and it functions independently. In practice, in 

regard to very little activity that the SGPC undertakes, the Centre tries 
to influence its activities one way or the other and does succeed to some 
extent. In the very nature of things that became an intrigue and not a 
straight forward political action. It is not possible to oppose some kind 
■mf a role by the Centre in principle. If things are going in the wrong direc- 
‘ jn, the Centre’s intervention is understandable though perhaps it 
cannot be condoned. 

Here a distinction must be drawn between the role of the Centre as 
the government and as a political party. The distinction is rather thin 
but it is important. Throughout the decades that the Congress party has 
been in power at the Centre, it has hardly, if ever, done a thing in the 
state of Punjab which was pot motivated by narrow and partisan con- 
siderations. This is the source and the cause of the tragedy of Punjab. 
Whatever the Centre does is done not in the interest of the country but 
in the interest of the political party that runs the government at the 
Centre. 

There is endless data available on this theme. Political contention 
between the Akalis and the Centre has been there all these decades. 
This is a part of the political process and one need not be too critical 
about it. But what is deplorable is the fact that the Centre has not been 
acting as the government but in pursuit of its ongoing battle for the con- 
trol of the Sikh mind. Owing to the wrong and short-sighted policies fol- 
lowed over the decades, the confrontation has now developed into one 
between the Centre and the Sikhs and not between the Centre and 
the Akalis. How unfortunate it is was seen in the Operation Bluestar 
in 1984. One inescapable meaning of what has now happend is that 
what had happened four years earlier was utterely criminal grossly unjust 
and an example of bad political judgement. 

Leave SGPC Alone 

Despite this implication and despite the series of blunders made so 
far, the Centre does not seem to have learnt one lesson; that is to leave 
the SGPC alone, this is not to suggest that the Centre should not insist 
upon the SGPC playing its statutory role to protect the shrine against 
being misused. That has to b'e done. But what cannot be defended is 
the manner in which the Centre is trying to pressurise the SGPC to 
choose the Jathedars of its choice rather what the SGPC would like 
to do. The controvery which has broken out in respect of the dismissle 
of the earlier Jathedars and the appointment of new ones is murky and 
unclear. Nobody yet knows what precisely happened. One thing is clear 
however: the SGPC is not being allowed to function on its own and 
some kind of manipulation and arm-twisting are going on behind the 
scene. There are people who never learn I. It appears that the Centre 
richly deserves this description. 


S ometimes I wonder If 
the meetings on Punjab 
that Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi has been holding are an 
end by themselves since he 
covers the same ground over 
and over again. It is clear by now 
that he has no real policy or per- 
spective regarding the state. 
Consequently he vacillates 
between two extremes. On the 
one hand, he says, he will have 
no truck with the terrorists and on 
the other he feels that the mod- 
erates are of no use. He has said 
violence must stop in Punjab 
before the government makes 
any move. But it is an open 
secret that his men are in touch 
with the elements who indulge in 
the violence. 

Sikh Problem 

Although more tangled than 
ever before, the Punjab prob- 
lem Is the Sikh problem and It 
Is related neither to territory 
nor to water. It is related to the 
Sikh psyche which Is hurt and 
the main problem Is; how to 
bring the community back to 
the mainstream? It Is not that 
all the Sikhs have become ter- 
rorists; it is that the terrorists 
have come to represent the 
Sikhs. 


reason is that the sikhs are not 
motivated enough to act against 
the terrorists. It is not that they 
condone the killings, but since 
they are so alientated, they do 
not feel they should helpt the 
government. The government 
has not been able to appreciate 
this point and feels that represion 
is the only way out. And this is 
where the government has gone 
wrong.- By its acts of commission 
and omission, the government 
has pushed a large majority of 
the Sikh community to the wall 

How to win the Sikhs, is the 
Challenge facing the nation and 
unless this is done the terrorists 
will continue to find sympathy 
and shelter. And even if what the 
terrorists do is not to the liking of 
the other sikhs, their anoyance 
with the government is so strong 
that they will do all to help the 
misguided elements. Everyone 
realises that there has to be a 
political solution. Still it is the vio- 
lence that dominates the scene. 
Both sides are caught in such a 
situtaion that killings seems to be 
the only way out. And, it is high 
time that work on a political set- 
tlemtn started. That itself will go 
to win more than half the battle. 
Once steps are taken to make a 
political settlement possible, 


Although more tangled than ever before, the 
Punjab problem is the Sikh problem and it is 
related neither to territory nor to water. It is related 
to the Sikh psyche which is hurt and the main 
problem is; how to bring the community back to 
the mainstream? It is not that all the Sikhs have 
become terrorists; it is that the terrorists have 
come to represent the Sikhs. 


There can be no snort-term 
solution. I am afraid that terror- 
ism will stay for a long time to 
come. Some terrorists are 
strongly motivated by the a 
religio-territorial demand which 
sustains their struggle. In Ireland 
it had been there since 1 922. So 
too, in Spain. The only way out 
is to isolate the terroiists. 

One often hears that "terrorists 
escaped in the dark". But there 
is no denying the fact that the ter- 
rorists in Punjab have, by and 
large, got away after gunning 
down people. A few of the actual 
culprits have been arrested, 
although thousands have been 
detained on suspicion. What it 
means is that the terrorists, after 
committing murders, are able to 
mingle with the people and 
escape. To some extent this is 
because the people who shelter 
them are afraid to expose them. 
This had been confirmed by the 
families in whose houses these 
terrorists often hide. The main 


much of the sikh Community will 
be won over. 

Healing Touch 


W hat I have in mind is 
a series of steps 
which will help heal 
the sikh psyche. The approach 
should be generous so that the 
sikhs feel that necessary steps 
are being taken to bring them to 
the mainstream. The govern- 
ment may argue that no gesture 
it has made thus far has found a 
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willing ear. Naturally, the ques- 
tion that might be asked is what 
guarantee can there be that 
whatever the government does 
not will find favour with the Sikhs. 

But steps can be taken, and 
those I am proposing are only 
what any government worth the 
name would have taken by this 
time without any prompting. The 
first step is to prosecute those 
who killed the 3,000 - odd Sikhs 
in Delhi and elsewhere in the 
wake of Mrs Gandhi’s assassi- 
nation in 1984. I recall when I 
met the Panthic committee rep- 
resentatives in Amritsar a few 
months ago, they said that no 
Hindu had come to the help of 
the Sikhs when they were being 
massacred, when I told them that 
this was not true and that Pun- 
jabi Hindus had stood by their 
sikh breathren, saving many of 
them, they pointed out that none 
of the guilty had been punished. 
What is more is that they said 
there were two set of laws; one 
for the Sikhs and the other for the 
non-Sikhs. 

The name of many of those 
believed to be gulity have been 
mentioned, but I am not repeat- 
ing them. All that I am suggest- 
ing is that those who indulged in 
a killing spree in 1 984 should be 
hauled up. The fact is that even 
Sajjan Kumar, agaisnt whome 
the Justice Jain Commission had 
ordered the police to file a case, 
has practicaly gone scot-free. 
Justice Jain is himself surprised 
that even before the police reg- 
istered a case, the Delhi High 
Court was moved and a stay 
order obtained. Just as the pro- 
secution of the guilty will help 
repair the damage done to the 
Sikh psyche the release of those 
detained since Operation Blue- 
star (against whom no charges 
have been made) would be a 
step that will help create an 
atmosphere of confidence. 

If there is any evidence against 
them, they should be tried. Oth- 
erwise they should all be 
released. I am not suggesting 
that things will be fine after these 
two steps are taken. But they will 
certainly create an atmosphere 
in which the search for a politi- 
cal solution will have a good 
chance of success. 
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Continued from page 1 


task is not so easy as it seems 
to be. It has to be done with 
the cooperation of the Sikhs, 
particularly Its elected body, 
the Shromanl' Gurdwara Pra- 
bandhak Committee. But the 
question is how far SGPC can 
help the government when H 
has failed so far to maintain 
the sanctity of the temple and 
the government, on its part, 
has systematically made it 

ineffective and irrelevant. Its 

( 


by a ‘sarbat khals’ held on April | 
29, 1986 which both the gov- 
ernment and SGPC had 
described as illegal as under the 
Gurdwara Act of 1925 an Akal 
Takht chief can only be 
appointed by SGPC. 

Anyway, it is heartening to 
note the SGPC has decided to 
assert itself and it has appointed 
new head priests. It has also 
decided to restore the ‘maryada’ 
of the holy shrine and asked for 


among whom their is a feeling 
of revulsion against the tha 
defiling of the sanctum sanc- 
torum of the Golden Temple, 
Into confidence. The govern- 
ment should cash on this feel- 
ing of revulsion and apart from 
seeking the support of SGPC 
call a meeting of Sikh saints 
and leaders who have no taint 
of militancy or separatism, to 
seek ways of maintaining tne 
pristine glory and purity of 
their holiest shrine. 

Gurdwara Act 

I n this connection, the move to 
amend the Gurdwara Act to 
prevent the entry of illegal 
arms must be given a second 
look. Already according to Sikh 
‘maryada’ all arms except the 
traditional ‘kirpan’ cannot be 
taken inside the Golden Temple. 
This tradition was maintained up 
to the early seventies. In the 
olden times, the arms were 
deposited in the ‘bungas’ (shelt- 


The SGPC executive has held 
the priests responsible for the 
mess in the Golden Temple. 
Further, the 46 terrorists who 
defiled the holy shrine for a 
number of days by defecating 
there. This was the vilest and the 
most foul violation of the Sikh 
‘maryada’. The question which 
most of the Sikhs are asking 
today is wnether SGPC will caH 
the Terrorists to the bar of the 
Akal Takht and punish them 
according to the Sikh ‘maryada’. 
Even if SGPC decides to do so, 
will the government hand over 
the violators of the ‘maryada’ to 
SGPC? Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
was called before the Akal Takht 
for violating the Sikh ‘maryada’ 


by marrying a Muslim woman, 
Moran. The Maharaja appeared 
bafore the Akal Takht. Some his- 
torians say that he was flogged 
by Aka# Phoola Singh, then jath- 
edar of the Akal Thakt but others 
say he forgave him for accepting 
the superiority of the Akal Takht. 
It is to be seen how the SGPC, 
which has sfarted asserting its 
authority, will punish the violators 
of the Sikh ‘maryada;. 

As far as the government is 
concerned, what Is needed most 
at the present juncture is build- 
ing of bridges of understanding 
and mutual trust and politics ot 
reconciliation and not of confron- 
tation. (May 31. 1988) 


( 

' These are very sensitive issues and the gov- 
ernment should act with restraint and due con- 
sideration to avoid any confrontation with SGPC. 
It must take the Sikh masses, among whom their 
is a feeling of revulsion against the the defiling 
of the sanctum sanctorum of the Golden Temple, 
into confidence. The government should cash on 
this feeling of revulsion and apart from seeking 
the support of SGPC call a meeting of Sikh saints 
and leaders who have no taint of militancy or 
separatism, to seek ways of maintaining the prist- 
ine glory and purity of their holiest shrine. 
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President and other office- 
bearers and the high priests, 
who are its ex-officio mem- 
bers, are in jail. The main 
responsibility of performing 
the daily rituals like recitation 
of the holy Granth Sahib and 
arranging ragis for ‘shabad 
klrtan’ is that of the Akal Takht 
jathedar and the head granthi 
of the Golden Temple. 

SGPC 

T he Centre is trapped in 
Catch-22 situation. On 
the one hand, it wants 
SGPC to give a written assur- 
ance that the shrine will not be 
used for harbouring terrorists 
and storing arms, on the other, 
all top office-bearers and priests 
are in jail. Good but confusing 
news has come from Amritsar 
that SGPC has sacked ail the 
five Sikh high priests and named 
their successors. The nine- 
members executive committee 
of SGPC also decided to give a 
written assurance on the lO-point 
letter written by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Amritsar. 

It is good news but it is not 
clear why the government 
arrested the nine executive 
■embers and took them to the 
canal rest house when SGPC 
was willing to sack the priests 
and give a written assurance. Mr. 
Mai Singh Ghuman, Gneral Sec- 
retary of SGPC, has alleged that 
the government made an 
attempt to prevent them from 
sacking the head priests but the 
executive was not prepared to 
budge. It is not clear who is 
acting on whose behalf. First, the 
government released Mr. Jasbir 
Singh p ode and ‘legitimised’ his 
appointment as Akal Takht chief 


‘forgiveness’ from the panth for 
not doing so earlier, but on the 
fundamental question of entry of 
illegal arms into the temple, it has 
given no assurance. The exec- 
utive has assured that it would 
set up cabins where licensed 
arms could be deposited by 
devotees before entering the 
shrine but made it clear that it 
was for the government to pre- 
vent the entry of illegal weapons. 

Government Intentions 

T he intent of the govern- 
ment in promulgating the 
Religious Institutions 
(Prevention of Misuse) Ordi- 
nance on the eve of Lok Sabha 
by elections is also suspect, 
even though it is a welcome step. 
SGPC had already passed a 
resolution sometime ago that it 
would demolish the rooms 
around the ‘parikarma’ of the 
Golden Temple and also 
assured the government of all 
help in preventing the smuggling 
of arms into the temple. SGPC, 
it seems, has also not rejected 
outright the IO conditions laid 
down by the government but the 
insistence of the government on 
a written assurance has hurt its 
ego and made it appear as if 
SGPC was subservient to the 
government. SGPC has rightly 
asked that when the security 
forces cannot prevent the entry 
of illegal arms from across the 
border, how can it, an unarmed 
body, prevent the smuggling of 
illegal weapons into the tempel. 

These are very sensitive 
Issues and the government 
should act with restraint and 
due consideration to avoid 
any confrontation with SGPC. 
It must take the Sikh masses, 



The terrorist* who surrendered In the first phase ot the flushing out operation by security forces. (PIB photo) 


Allahabad Pole 


ers) around the temple and in 
recent times in cabins meant for 
the purpose. It is a good thing 
that SGPC has admitted its fai- 
lure to maintain this tradition of 
the sikhs and asked for forgive- 
ness. Further, there are various 
provisions in the Gurdwara Act 
which prohibit the use of gurd- 
wara funds for political purposes 
but these provisions have been 
implemented more in the breach 
of them. The need is to maintain 
the traditional ‘maryada’ of the 
temple and implement the exist- 
ing provisions of the Act than 
adding more. 


There Is a fairly strong sen- 
timent against the ruling party 
and It Is V.P. Singh who 
emobdles It. The role of 
Amitab Bachchan, the allega- 
tions of whealing and dealing 
against his brother who 
bought a flat In Switzerland, 
the controversy about Bofors 
etc. are all factors which have 
stirred a lot of public Interest. 
What remains to be seen Is 
what Is going to be their ovec- 


Continued from page 1 
all Impact. 

Put another way, this particu- 
lar by election is going to be a 
crucial one. If caste and other 
factors work against VP Singh, 
as they can it will indicate clearly 
that our electorate is not yet fully 
politicised. But if political consid- 
erations prevail, as they very well 
might, it would be a new turn in 
indian politics. One only hopes 
that the latter will happen rather 
than the former. 
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Riots: 


P ost 1960 riots in our 
country are of a different 
character than those that 
occured (at the time of) the par- 
tition in 1947. The .. partition 
(syndrome) did not remain strong 
enough after 1960. And if we 
leave out the few rio's parked off 
by reports of excessess' by the 
Hindu refugees from the then 
East Pakistan, most others had 
little to do with the memory of 
Partition. Riots have occurred 
due to the restrengthening of 
Hindu and Muslim communal 
organisations which had weak- 
ened after the partition, and the 
growing tendency to use com- 
munal riots for political ends. 

The majority community in 
India, does not take facts into 
(xxiunt, in its view of commu- 
nal riots, and is prejudiced on two 
counts. An average Hindu pre- 
sumes that the riots are started 
by Muslims, and more of those 
killed are Hindus. 

It is possible to have two 
opinions about who starts 
riots, but not about the numb- 
ers of those killed. ...It is not 
only that more Muslims are 
killed In almost every riot, but 
In more than half of them 90% 
of those killed are Muslims. 
Government statistics show 
that in every major riot 3/4th of 
the killed are Muslims, and 
75% of the property destroyed 
belongs to the Muslims. 

And that is not all. The number 
^ Muslims ,among those 
. < zested in the riots is quite unbe- 
lievably high. 

Let us discuss the number of 
the killed in 56 major riots. 

Killed 

T he biggest riot after 1960 
occured in Ahmedabed. 
According to the statistics 
given by the State Government 
to the Commission headed by 
Justice Jagmohan Reddy, 6742 
houses/snops were burnt out of 
which 671 belonged to Hindus 
and the rest 6071 to the Muslims. 
The total property destroyed was 
valued at Rs. 4,23,24,068 of 
which the Hindu property was of 
Rs. 75,85,845 and Muslim of Rs. 
4,23,24,068. Of the 512 dead, 24 
were Hindus and 413 Muslims, 
the rest 75 could not be identi- 
fied. 

The biggest riot after that was 
the Bhiwandi riot of 1970 which 
killed 78 people, 17 Hindus and 
59 Muslims, 2 couldnot be iden- 
tified. The accounts given to jus- 
tice D.B. Madan Commission 
revealed that 9 Muslim women 
were raped but not pny Hindu 
woman. In the Jatyaon riots 
sparked by the Bhiwandi killings, 
43 people were WI|eA of which 
one was a Hindu tNe rest 42 
were Muslims. And of the total 
property destroyed, property 
worth Rs. 33,90,977 was of the 
Muslims and only Rs. 83,725 
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worth of property was of Hindus. 

In the Ranchi, Hatia and 
Nauskra riots of 1 967, 1 87 died, 
1 64 Muslims and 1 9 Hindus, one 
remained unidentified. 

The riots mentioned above are 
the worst of those after 1960. 
Apart from them riots have 
occured also in places like Jam- 
shedpur, Aligarh, Varanasi, and 
Bombay. The situation in them 
too more or less is the same. 
There is hardly any riot in which 
at least 70% of those killed are 
not Muslims. 

But most of those arrested are 
also Muslims, and It Is their 
homes which are raided. The 
police also thinks like the 
majority community that the 
Muslims are responsible for 
riots and can be controlled 
only by taking strict action 
against them. 

... Government statistic cannot 
change the belief of the majority 
community that more Hindus are 
killed. An average Hindu would 
not accept that Hindus are more 
aggressive. 

Socialisation 

D eeper analysis would 
point towards the belief 
in grained in the child- 
hood, that Muslims are cruel, 
they don't hesitate in killing, 
Hindus are soft-hearted. "You 
would only find a vegetable knife 
in a Hindu home" is commonly 
said, and that the Muslims keep 
a huge supply of arms in their 
houses is commonly believed. ... 

The other presumption is that 
the Muslims start the riots. Highly 
placed officials, academicians, 
journalists, policemen, or the 
judiciary also ... believe it. That 
... riots occur in Muslim-majority 
area is given as argument. 

Muslims know that in almost 
every riot they have suffered 
much more, and this Is no 
secret. Every Muslim knows 
that if a riot occurs, he could 
be killed, his property 
destroyed or he could be 
arrested. This would happen 
to Hindus too, but very mini- 
mally. 

In such a situation why should 
he start it? Has the whole com- 
munity decided to commit 
sucide? Or even after suffering 
year after year, it still wants to be 
beaten and killed? 

Imposible, but an average 
Hindu does not think so. 

Those who have witnessed 
a riot know that every stone 
which Is thrown is not capable 
of startng a riot. A tense 
atmosphere is created much 
before the riots. Rumours, 
propaganda, mistrust are built 
up for months. The pyramid of 
tension mounts to a point 
where a stone or a provocative 
slogan Is enough to start a 
riot. Who throws the first 
stone then becomes immater- 


ial. What is Important Is the 
tense atmosphere. 

To understand this, let us 
examine the circumstances of 
the Bhiwandi riots (May, 1970). 
The riot started with stones 
thrown on a procession on the 
occasion of Shiv Jayanti on 7th 
May. Superficially, it can be said 
that Muslims started the riot, but 
let us see the whole sequence of 
events. 

The mob in the procession 
went against the agreement, 
shouted provacative slogans and 
threw ‘Gulal’ on the Masjid, and 
as a result the Muslims attacked 
the procession. If somebody 
concludes from this that the Mus- 
lims started the riots, he obviou- 
suly delets the context on which 
the pyramid of tension was 
raised, where one stone was 
enough to start a horrific riot. 

It is clear from the recent 
Hyderabad riots that people in 
a procession do also throw the 
"first stone.” Some people in 
a Hindu religious procession 
threw stones on the proces-. 


sion itself, but most of the 
processionists assumed the 
stones were thrown by Mus- 
lims and the riots broke out. 

Even if we do not analyse the 
whole sequence of events before 
a riot, we should study the men- 
tality which makes a Muslim 
acually throw the stone on many 
occasions. 

Usually, a stone is thrown as 
a reaction of a frightened inse- 
cure community. A community, 
which knows that it will suffer 
loss, takes the first step. 

Poverty, illiteracy, and oppor- 


tunistic leadership also have a 
major role to play in this. 

I have raised the question of 
majority mentality because 
without changing It, riots 
cannot be stopped. The right 
thinking people of the major- 
ity community would agree 
that every time It is the minor- 
ity which becomes the victim 
of its excesses; the minorities 
have an equal rights ...; police 
and armed forces are here not 
to take side with the majority 
community during communal 
tension but to protect the 
minorities. ... 


Those who have witnessed a riot know that 
every stone which is thrown is not capable of 
startng a riot. A tense atmosphere is created much 
before the riots. Rumours, propaganda, mistrust 
are built up for months. The pyramid of tension 
mounts to a point where a stone or a provocative 
slogan is enough to start a riot. Who throws the 
first stone then becomes immaterial. What is 
important is the tense atmosphere. 
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The word “tourist' conjures for 
most of us pictures of goggled, 
blotch-skinned westerners in 
scanty or pantaloonish attire 
slinging assorted cameras and 
pointlessly consulting a cheap 
Indian guide book. We do not 
“see' a single Indian face though 
lakhs of people make pro- 
grammed visits to interesting 
places in other regions. 

With all the expansion in tour- 
ist travel and accommodation 
there is still lacking a certain 
comprehensive understanding of 
the wide range of tourist-mission 
possibilities and individualistic, 
non-package expectation of stay, 
journeys and sight seeing. 

No doubt, rivers, lakes 
beaches, forest reserves, sking 
trails, mountains, wildlife gardens 
allform tourist attraction. But if a 
European lands in Delhi planning 
to travel on his own by road or 
rail, hitch-hike part of the way, 
make inroad camps, stay near 
one monument for days together 
and doesn’t want to look at this 
lake or that beach, he somehow 
does not fit in as a tourist. People 
may come to India to meet, 
mingle with and study people, to 
film and photograph one animal 
or bird to visit just one village of 
which some earlier visitor was 
able to interest him. 

Effective Tie Ups 

There is not much use meet- 
ing such a visitor at the airport or 
railway stations with a bunch of 
brouchers on the Srinagar Gul- 
marg trip or the golden triangle 
ecstacy or tariff-range presenta- 
tions of luxury hotels. The tie-up 
in such cases can be quicker and 
more effective if there is intitative 
from both sides. And for any ini- 
tiative from the other side the vis- 
itor has to know that India 
r ecognised him, as an interested, 
serious friend not one more in 
the season’s tourist arrivals. 

This sort of information and 
! nfra-structure build up will be an 
activity demanding great coordi- 
nation informality and enthusi- 
asm cutting across bureaucratic- 
compartments. University depar- 
tments. state archaeology and 
forest and fisheries wings, rail- 
ways and road transport bodies 
will ill have to be involved by the 
tourist agencies in the right spirit 
and to the full extent. The local 


people will have to develop a 
high-level of appreciation of the 
visiting man’s teams special 
requirements and the style of 
living and working that might 
appear all fun and frolikes. 

Imitation Not Needed 

There la a wrong notion that 
the visiting tourist has to be 
given lodging and amenltres In 
as best an imltfatlon of what 
obtains in his own land, more 
advanced native country. 
Don’t forget that the tourist Is 
here not to recline In aircon- 
dKloned comfort, soaps and 
dubble In an attached tub or 
see some saucy sugary Indian 
cultural fare on video or a 
crude stage. He and his line on 
interest should get the status 
and treatment given to a ser- 
ious student, a scholar In a 
government to-government 
exchange. Such a tourist need 
not and should not become 
part of * package trip. 

A tourist in another country is 
to make every bit of daylight 
hours and as much of the night 
productively seeing, talking stu- 
dying, clicking painting whatever. 
His sleep is an 'unavoidable rest 
because he has nothing better to 
do and because he must refresh 
himself for the next day’s store 
of sights, sounds and pleasant 
adventures. There is no point in 
thrusting on him a five-star magic 
cave that will exasperate him in 
overspending to the stage of 
making him throw his pro- 
grammes to the winds and panic 
back home. 

Youth Hostels 

Youth hostels idea has shown an 
example in clean, cheap and 
safe shelters. Dormatories with 
bunker type of berths clean 
common facilities and space for 
keeping essential belongings 
locked ar.d moderately priced 
kitchen are the facilities expected 
in such places. The money 
saved on ’unwanted’ luxuries 
can better be utilised by the vis- 
itor for his professional work or 
pet hobby. 

Road transport arrange- 
ments and conditions of law 
and order In India leave much 
to be desired where the tour- 
ist, Is concerned. Ideas like 
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Vijaya Kumar 

‘HIre-a car’ have not taken off 
simply because fleecing by 
the operators and danger and 
uncertainties on the route dis- 
suade foreigners. Even In well 
known tourist centres like Goa 
or Kovalam, tourists often get 
the Irritating grin and lecher- 
ous remarks instead of recog- 
nition, respect, welcome 
Roads, especially the high- 
ways and that which can be 
called the tourist trails should be 
made safe from marauding wild- 
life and trucks and ropists twenty 
four hours of the day. 

In coordination with the state 
administration and police author- 
ities some kind of "tourist patrol" 
I can be introduced. 

All people who talk to tourists 
have to learn the essential glos- 
sary of courtesty confidence and 
information. Guide, recognised 
or otherwise at major tourist cen- 
tres behave more like part of 
some travelling show rather than 
informed and interested persons 
explaining and teaching things. 

The government has to come 
down with a heavy hand against 
all those who tre, i the tourist 



trade as a haven for touts, trick- 
sters and mountebanks. These 
attempts should be viewed and 
proceeded against on the lines of 
begging and drug trafficking. 

Language is another area 
creating problems, English, 
Hindi and the regional lan- 
guage should be given a cap- 
sule tourist glossay that will 
ensure greater under standing 
and make things easier both 
for the visitors and the locals. 
Imagine a teashop owner or 
knick-knack seller near kona- 


rak or Taj who Just doesn't 
know anything about the sun 
temple or the Moghuls. It will 
certainly help If the man 
knows a little more than tea 
leaves or shameless haggll. ) 
at least to make the foreign 
visitor feel less tense. 

Tourist offices abroad and at 
the entry point here can do a lot 
of pre-travel help by having a dia- 
logue with such tourists with 
special interests so that their idle 
jaunts and halts could be whittled 
down (PIB). 


There Is s wrong notion that the visiting tourisf 
has to be given lodging and amenities in as best 
an imitiation of what obtains in his own land, more 
advanced native country. Don’t forget that the 
tourist is here not to recline in airconditioned com- 
fort, soaps and dubble in an attached tub dr see 
some saucy sugary Indian cultural fare on video 
or a crude stage. He and his line of interest sho»'^ 
get the status and treatment given to a series 
student, a scholar in a government to-governmenl 
exchange. Such a tourist need not and should noi 
become part of a package trip. 
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Chari by e K. SHARMA 


devotln to his study of slkh 
scriptures, which prepared 
him very well for his ideolog- 
ical battle with the Khalisatnis, 
and to argue his case that 
what the Khalisatnis were 
propagating and doing was 
basically against the tenets of 
Sikh religion. 

He also started a school for 
children near his village which 
was run along co-operative lines. 
People recall that he did not hes- 
itate to scrub and clean the 
school himself. 

Paash was careful and con- 
siderate in fulfilling his responsi- 
bilities and relationships towards 
his family members. His father 
recalled how, when he objected 
to some part of his conduct in a 
letter, Paash gave the matter 
deep thought, then wrote a long 
letter explaining various aspects 
of his life and conduct, in the end 
also agreeing that he has decied 
to follow his father’s advice. 

He also involved himself in the 
work of democratic rights organ- 
isation. According to Prof. Jag- 
mohan Singh, Secretary of the 
Association for Democratic 
Rights (AFDR), he played a not- 
able role in organising properly 
the Banga unit of AFDR. 

In the last phase of his life 
Paash went to the USA and 
countered forcefully the propa- 
ganda of the Khalistanis ideo- 
logy. His reasoning backed by 
his deep knowledge of Sikh 
scriptures was so powerful that 
the opposite side could not come 
up with reasonable replies and 
had to resort to the gun to silence 
Paash’s reasoning. 

Paash regarded Shahid 
Bhagat Singh as his ideal. And 
by a strange coincidence the day 
he and his friend Hansraj were 
gunned down bv the terrorists 
who had probably Deen 
instructed by the USA-based 
Khalistanis for this task was also 
the day when Shahid Bhagat 
Singh was hanged along with 
two dear friends and comrades 
- Sukhdev and Rajguru - by the 
British government. 
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Paash - a poet whoose pen was 
a sword for people’s struggles II 


His works and his life. 


By Bharat Dogra 

about the bush and then 
expressing this understanding 
In very forceful terms, which 
could be beautiful or blatant 
depending on the situation 
being tackled. 

Another notable aspect of 
Paash’s life is his very scientific 
attitude to life and pursuing this 
scientific attitude, his craving for 
knowledge in many, highly 
diverse fields. Whether it was 
astronomy or astrology, genetics 
or theology, once Paash started 
his study he submerged himself 
completely in it. Even to dismiss 
something like astrology as a 
hoax, he felt the need to study it 
deeply. It appears that from time 
to time questions arose within 
him with a great intensity and to 
find answers to them he felt 
compelled to study a vast area. 

Realising the importance of 
mathematics in studying scien- 
tific leterature he taught himself 
this branch of knowledge also, 
so much so that a post-graduate 
science student recalled how he 
once sought his assitance in 
problems relating to calculat. His 
father told this writer that 
although he had spent his life in 
telecommunication, some of 
Paash’s scientific writings he 
could follow only after exerting 
himself fully. Paash’s study was 
backed by practical work - he 
built an astronomical model 
which was widely appreciated. 
He even improvised a telescope 
and also a duplicator to bring out 
his journal. The detailed maps he 
drew attracted the admiration of 
those who were professionally 
trained in this skill. 

Paash applied the same 
dedication and single-minded 


The life of Avtar Singh Paash as a poet, a political 
activist and a deeply sensitive human being is dis- 
cussed here in this second part ' of the article on 
Paash. 


O n March 23 when terror- 
ists gunned down 
famous Punjabi poet 
Avtar Singh Paash and his close 
friend Hansraj in their village 
Talwandi Salim (Jalandhar dis- 
trict), then from their point of 
'view they were silencing a force- 
f-Ttoful voice that had spoken against 
' the ideology of Khalistan, but 
knowingly or unknowingly they 
also snatched’ away from Pun- 
jabi literature one of its most 
talented poets at the young age 
of 37. For years to come people 
will continue to talk of how richly 
this brilliant poet would have con- 
tributed further to Punjabi liter- 
ature had he not been snatched 
away from us in such an abrupt 
and cruel way. This is not just 
sentimental talk, for due to a 
number of factors his poetry was 
fast maturing in his later years 
and he was full of things to say 
and say them extremely well. 

Born on September 7, 1950 
Avtar Singh Paash had nothing 
particularly notable in his school 
< ' days, although he displayed a 
keen intellect at an early age. He 
started writing poems at the age 
of 15. According to his father 
when he showed these poems to 
some of his friends in the liter- 
ary field, they expressed surprise 
at the maturity of these poems. 
His political life also started at an 
early age - when he was 1 7 he 
was already campaigning 
actively in elections. From these 
early days his left leanings were 
apparent. Firstly he was 
attracted to the CPI and later 
remained with the CPI (M-L) 
group for quhe some time. 

He was involved closely with 
several progressive journals 
from time to time, ‘Rohle Baan’ 
and ‘Hem Jyoti’ being two impor- 
tant ones. Editors of journals like 
’Jathebandi’ recall the valueable 
contribution, Paash made to their 
efforts with his advise and con- 
tributions. Paash himself brought 
out ’Syaar’. When he could not 
bring out this journal due to 
resource constraints, he improv- 
ised a home - made duplicator to 
bring out copies of a hand writ- 
ten journal ‘Haak’. He contri- 
buted to several other journals 
including ’Kintu’, ’Lakir’ and 'Das- 
tavej.’ 


The collections of this poetry 
were published - Lauh Katha 
(The Iron Story-1972), Udde 
Baajan Magar (Following the 
flyign hawks-1974) and Saade 
samyaan Vihce) (In our Times 
-1978) - all in Punjabi. Over a 
period of time and spanning a 
number of struggles, these 
poems have steadily matured. In 
addition there are several scat- 
tered poems and other thought- 
provoking works of Paash which 
need to be made available to 
readers. His books were pre- 
scribed in the post-graduate 
courses in Delhi University and 
for UPSC candidates. Thus it 
was that his admirers included 
several senior officials, though 
he never tried to use this influ- 
ence for any personal gains. He 
also received a fellowship of 
Punjabi Sahitya Academy for 
one year. 

The official recognition of 
his work did not In the least 
turn away Paash from the 
struggles of ordinary people. 
Whether he was associated 
formally with a left party or not 
he remained very much a par- 
ticipant in this struggle, he 
went to jail serval times and 
also suffered physical torture. 

Paash’s friends and jain mates 
Mohinder Singh Sandhu and 
Harbhjan Singh recall how at the 
time of their first night in Jail they 
could not tolerate the dirty sights 
and smellls, but Paash slept a, 


sound sleep, undisturbed. In the 
morning he explained "At first I 
also felt suffocated, but then I 
told myself that I am among my 
people. This removed my wor- 
ries and I could sleep well. 

His Strength 

T his nearness to the suffer- 
ings of the ordinary 
people to which he 
became even closer by the suf- 
ferings he bore on his own 
person, was the biggest strength 
of the poetry of Paash. 

Speaking of Paash's literary 
accomplishments Darshan 
Singh Khatkar, another leading 
Punjabi poet associatd closely 
with the left movement, told this 
writer, Paash has written on very 
delicate sensitive issues, written 
a lot and written it very well. He 
has attacked the cruelities of 
today’s life of today’s systems in 
a very forceful way. To commun- 
icate his feelings Paash used 
new symbols and a new style 
which can be called a style of 
very directly appealing to the 
people. Speaking about Paash 
another well-known poet of his 
village Sant Singh Sandhu said 
that while Paash believed in fight 
to the end for his principles, at 
the same time he had an intese 
hatred for the pretensions and 
hypocrisy being practised in the 
name of these ideals. This hypo- 
1 crisy he has attacked and 
l exposed remorselessly in some 
of his poems. 

Paash's special talent seen 
particulary in some of his 
latter poems, lies In going to 
the heart of the matter straight 
away without much beating 
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I ndian Army is today, one of 
the finest armies of the world. 
Its officers and men have a 
professional clan; its priming and 
training is a continuing process. 
In conventional arms, the Army 
has touched a high water mark. 

More recently, in the last few 
years, new integrated systems of 
combat teams and mechanized 
Infantry Regiments and to accel- 
erate its mobility, independence 
and striking capability, a new 
Aviation Corps, with attck heli- 
copters, has been added to the 
Army. Also, there are the Reoor- 
ganized Army Plain Infantry Divi- 
sions (RAPIDS). 

Perhaps, few armies In the 
world, are required to operate 
In such diverse terrain, under 
varying inclemencies of 
weather, as the Indian Army: 
Ranging from Himalayan 
heights of over 20,000 feet in 
temperature dipping 40 
degrees Celsius below zero, to 
the scorching sartds of the 
Thar desert, to the jungle 
smothered hills of the north 
east, and In the swampy lands 
of the Rann of kutch, the Army 
Jawans stand sentinel on the 
borders. Considering the 
variegated terrain and climate, 
the deployment of the Army 
on the extensive land borders 
of the country has been 
modernised and rationalised 
with constrant stress on 
mobility and firepower 

Terrain and climate call for 
specialised training, organiza- 
tion, weapons and equipment. 
Therefore, modernisation of 
armour, artilliry, surveillance 
system, night vision devices, 
engineering equipment, elec- 
tronic communication system 
and electronic data processing 
systems etc. have continued 
along with improvement in 
organisation command and con- 
trol set up and training. 

Throats on Two Fron 

The Army has been prepared to 
meet the threat on two fronts: the 
north and the north east where 
the Chinese ensconsed on the 
Tibetan tableland could pose a 
serious treat and on the western 
front where Pakistan has to be 
kept in leash. Both the threats 
must be dealt with individually 
and there must be planning to 
meet them collectively too 
No wonder, the Army gave an 
effective reply to the Pakistanis 
in the Siachin glacier fighting at 
soaring altitueds of 19.000 to 
over 21 ,000 feet to defend Indian 
territory and to thwart Pakistani 
plans to dominate Nubra valley 
and the defences protecting the 
routes going down to Leh. The 
Pakistanis wanted to link-up with 
the Chinese occupied Indian ter- 
ritory as they have done through 
the Karakoram Highway. Like- 
wise, meassagas of firmness 
and no nonsence were con- 
veyed both to China and Paki- 
stan when the former intruded 
into the Sumdorong chu valley 
(June 1 985) and the latter moved 


two Armoured Divisions to strik- 
ing positions on the Punjab 
border (Jan. 1987. 

Operations Abroad 


Forty Years of T 


T he July Indo Sri Lanka 
Accord has added ano- 
ther dimension to the 
activities on thfe Army. More than 
two Divisins of the Army are now 
battling to keep peace in Sri 
Lanka and assist a neighbouring 
state to combat terrorism. Once 
before help was accorded to Sri 
Lanka to meet the JVP menace. 
And, in 1961 Indian troops had 
fought for peace in the Congo, 
then under the aegis of the 
United Nations. 


ity, transport refugees across the 
border and protect and assist 
refugees camps. Hardly had that 
been achieved when Jammu 
and Kashmir operations started 
in October 1947. In Hyderabad 
Police Action too the Army was 
in the lead. 

Army of free India was bap- 
tised in fire. Overnight the 
Army became popular through 
its daring deeds in Jammu and 
Kashmir: Tribal raiders, led, 
trained, armed, aided and 
abetted by the Pakistn Army, 



Indian Peace keeping Force 
(IPKF) has foreclosed a con- 
glomeration of hostile forces 
which were gathering In Sri 
Lanka and could have posed 
grave security threats to Idnia. 
IPKF has been acclaimed for 
its fealess and determined 
operations against militant 
LTTE as also for protecting 
and rehabilitating Tamil minor- 
ities. 

The Army has now come a 
long way from the beginnings 
which were made a little before 
Independence. As the Interim 
Government wth Jawaharlal 
Nehru as the Vice-President of 
the Executive Council was 
formed on 2 September 1946, 
Sardar Baldev Singh became the 
Defence Member in the council. 
The commander in-Chief in India 
stepped down and was made 
answerable to the Defence 
Member. Nehru wanted the 
Army to be brought in accord 
with public sentiment" Nehru and 
Baldev singh appealed jointly to 
the people to make the armed 
forces their bwn". The British 
concept of martial classes was 
dropped-the Army was opened 
to every eligible Indian from all 
parts of the country. 


were pushed out of Srinagar, 
Baramula and Uri. A remark- 
able feat was performed when 
tanks were taken upto Zoji La 
(over 11,000) feet. The Paki- 
stan Army which Jolnud the 
fray was thrown out of Ladakh 
and the tithwal Sector of Srin- 
agar. The grand finale of the J 
& K campaign was the heroic 
link-up of poonch. 


A Decade of Peace 


T hen followed a decade of 
peace Only the borders 
with Pakistan were alive 
no other threat was perceived. 
General K. M. : Cariappa-the first 
Indian Officer to rise to that posi- 
tion became the Chief of the 
Army Staff and Commander in 
Chief, Army on January 15, 
1949. New Customs and tradi- 
tions started sprouting, new 
training institutions with accent 
on inter-service co-ordination 
were opened, the concept of all 
classes regiments was intro- 
duced, the erstwhile States 
Forces were integrated with the 
Army. 

At home, the Army was called 
out to perform yeoman service 
during natural calamities. 
Abroad, the Army won Laurels in 
international peace assignments 
in Korea: Vietname, Laos and 
Cambodia; Gaza; Lebanon; 
Yemen and the Congo. In Nepal, 
the Army manned border out- 
posts, established communica- 
tion network and helped in 
building roads and airfields. In 
the Jungle covered hills and folds 
of Nagaland, the Army aided civil 
authorities when trouble erupted 
there in 1955. Similar duties 
were perfromed in the Lushai 
hills of mizoram. The Army 
helped to liberate Goa, Daman 
and Diu in 1961. 

As the decade of the Fifties 
was ending, there was trouble 


with China. In September 1959, 
Prime Minister Nehru presented 
a disturbing account to the Lok 
Sabha on the happenings on 
Indiajs frontier. In November that 
year, ChinaJaid claim on India 
territory accoridng to their maps". 
Some efforts were made in 1 960 
and 1961 to expand the Army, 
set up new frontier posts in 
NEFA (now Arunchal Pradesh) 
and Ladakh and commence a 
programme of builging roads in 
border areas. 

Chinese Attack 


T here was a deep set con- 
viction that peace would 
be preserved through 
negotiations, China wouH -not 
attack and, at the most, 1 _>re 
would be a border skirmish. But, 
the Chinese thought otherwise. 
They had planned and prepared 
their offensive simultaneous 
attacks in NEFA and Ladakh on 
October 20, 1961. 

The Army had not been 
primed or prepared for these 
offensive. Soldiars had not been 
acclimatised for fighting at high 
altitueds. Logistical lines were 
weak. Roads in border regions 
were inadequate. Frontier out- 
posts were widely separated, 
distantly removed and located in 
inaccessible areas which could 
be maintained only by air. There 
were no defences in depth and 
the solidiers were not sufficiently 
equipped for mountain we jt. 


Baptism by Fire 


P artition brought its own 
problems: Though 2/3rd 
of the Army remained 
with Idnia, most of the training 
centres and cantonment went to 
Pakistan. Composition of units 
underwent drastic changes and 
most of them remained under 
strength. The Officer cadre was 
badly depleted. There was 
bloodshed misery and disorder in 
the country. The Army was 
called upon to assit civil author- 
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Nevertheless, the Army fought 
tenaciously in Ladakh where it 
won acclaim for its redoubtable 
actions at Chushul, Rezang La, 
Gurung hill, Maggaar hill and the 
Spanggur Gap. Likewise in the 
Walong sector of NEFA the Army 
put up stubborm resistance. But 
in the Kameng Frontier Division, 
the Army suffered reverses at Se 
la and Bomdila. 

The Chinese attack lifted the 
veil. Defence of the Himalayas 
added a new perspective: 
Diverse problems relating to 
the terrain and climate of the 
mountains had to be solved. 
These concerned training 
weaponry, supplies, clothing 
and rations. There were also 
prob'-ms of physical survival 
andV ental conditioning at 
dizzy heights. It became nec- 
essary to reorganise, expand 
and intensively train the Army 
as also to equip it with effective 
weapons. Mountain division 
specially tailored to the needs of 
defence in the Himalayas were 
raised. Commando courses and 
"battle inoculation" courses were 
introduced. 

Rich Dividends 


V. Longer, a former Adviser in the Government of India, 
is the author of "RED COATS TO OLIVE GREEN-A History 
of the Indian Army 1600-1974" and other books on defence 
Affairs. 


A ll this paid rich dividends 
in 1965 when Pakistan 
attacked in the Rarin of 
tutch (9 April), inducted hun- 
freds of well armed, well trained 
laboteurs cmouflaged as civil- 
9At^ d the Srinagar valley (5 
kugusf) and launched a massive 
ivasion, supported by armour, 
irtillery and air, across the inter- 
aitonal frontier in Chhamba 
rea (September 1). 

The Indian Army crossed the 
lease-fire Line and in a bold and 
ourageous action captured the 
laji pir pass (8,600 feet), Equally 
rilliant was the recapture of the 
vo kargil posts. Perched on 
igged and rocky summits over 
3,000 feet high, to make the 
rinagar-Leh road secure. A 
omentous decision was taken; 
ie Army was allowed to cross 
e internaitonal border. This it 
d on September 6. Pakistan 
st heavily all along the border, 
gnel victories were gained by 
e Indian Army at Burki, Phil- 
re, Asal Litter, Dogrei and on > 
b Rajasthan front right upto the 
adre Road rail head. 

Since then the Army has stood 
St on both Indo Pakistn and 


Sino Indian borders. When the 
Chinese guns opened up unpro- 
voked at Nathu La and Cho la 
(September, 1967), the Army 
stood steadfast for four days. 
Indian and Chinese soldiers 
stood eyeball to eyeball on the 
fontier with their bayonets cross- 
ing each other. 

In June 1969, General 
S.H.F.J. Manekshaw took over 
as the Chief of the Army Staff. 
He was the first Indina Commis- 
sioned Officer, trained and com- 
missined at the Indian Military 
Academy’; Dehradun, to occupy 
the highest chair of the Army. 
The dreams of the natinal lead- 
ers, particularly Motilal Nehru, 
who had worked hard to set up 
the IMA had come true. 

The Pakistanis were outma- 
noeuvred and beaten. 

India declared an unilateral 
cease-fire. The war ended at 8 
P.M. on 17 December, 1971. 

An year later the Army 
acquired its firest Field Marshal: 
General Manekshaw was pro- 
moted to that rank (31 Decem- 
ber,! 1972). Subsequently, on 
Army day of 1 986, General Car- 
iappa too was made a Field Mar- 
shal. 

But, when everything has 
been said and done, homage 
must be paid to the Jawan, the 
simple soldier, drawn from the 
peasantry, honest and ingenous, 
with a strong down-to-earth 
commonsense, well known for 
his prowess, daring and loyalty. 
He is keeping a round-the-clock 
vigil on the frontiers of the nation. 

Gen. Manekshaw prepared 
the Army to meet the Pakistani 
threat which developed after 
March 25, 1971 when Dacca 
was given a blood bath by the 
Pakistan Army. No wonder, mil- 
lions of hapless refugees- 
eventually ten million fled in 
panic from East Pakistan, seek- 
ing a haven in India. India could 
not bear the burden of housing, 
feeding and looking after these 
millions of refugees. India hoped 
that a political solution would be 
found. But Pakistan remained 
obdurate. A point of no return 
was reached. Finally, on 
December 3, 1 971 , the Pakistan 
Air Force launched pre medi- 
ated, pre emptive air strikes, 
simultaneously on a number of 
airfields. In the early hours of 4 
December, the Army mounted a 
multiprolonged lightning cam- 


Army of free India was baptised in fire. Over- 
3ht the Army became popular through its daring 
eds in Jammu and Kashmir: Tribal raiders, led, 
lined, armed, aided and abetted by the Pakistn 
my, were pushed out of Srinagar, Baramula and 
I. A remarkable feat was performed when tanks 
re taken upto Zoji La (over 1 1,000) feet. The Pak- 
an Army which joined the fray was thrown out 
Ladakh and the tithwal Sector of Srinagar. The 
ind finale of the J & K campaign was the heroic 
c-up of poonch. 



paign for the liberation of Ban- 
gladesh. 

Indian Strategy 


T he Indian stategy in the 
Eastern Sector of dividing 
to conquer was to overrun 
feeble frontier posts where nec- 
essary, bypass fortified positions 
and concrete defence works, cut 
enemy lines of communication, 
avoid frontal approaches and, 
finally coverage from all sides on 
the Dacca. The campaign was 
remarkable for its tour de force, 
excellent coordination of the 
three Service, brilliant outflanking 
movements which hooked Pak- 
istani forces from the rear strikes 
which took the enemy by sur- 
prise and excellent use of trans* 
port planes, helicopters and 
paratroopers for leapfrogging 
over rivers, streams, canals, 
creeks and broken bridges. 

As the Army entered Dacca 
in the early hours of 14 


Perhaps, few armies in the world, are required to operate 
in such diverse terrain, under varying inclemencies of 
weather, as the Indian Army: Ranging from Himalayan 
heights of over 20,000 feet in temperature dipping 40 
degrees Celsius below zero, to the scorching sands of the 
Thar desert, to the jungle smothered hills of the north east, 
and in the swampy lands of the Rann of kutch, the Army 
Jawans stand sentinel on the borders. Considering the 
variegated terrain and climate, the deployment of the Army 
on the extensive land borders of the country has been 
modernised and rationalised with constrant stress on mobil- 
ity and firepower 


December, Lt. Gen. A.A.K. 
Naizl of Pakistan, along with 
75,000 officers and men of the 
regular and para-milltary 
forces of Pakistan, surrend- 
ered unconditionally before Lt. 
Gen. J.S. Aurora two days 
later. 

But, the war on the Western 
front was not over. Throughout 
operations, the Army had fought 
a holding action in the West. 
Some of the grimmest tank bat- 
tles took places in this sector. 
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The Safe Channel 


Mr. RAO STOOD before 
mirror and looked at himself, 
turned his face left and right, 
touched his cheeks, felt his neck- 
tie and adjusted it a little; once 
again brushed the lapel of the 
coat and put the brush back in 
the drawer of the dressing table. 
Although the three-piece suit that 
he wore was quite old, he took 
great care of it; in fact he took 
great care of everything. May be, 
he thought, it was eight years 
old, yet it didn’t show its age like 
himself. He had turned forty last 
month, yet looked quite young for 
his age. The final touches done, 
he looked at himself approvingly, 
smilingly; he also approved of 
the mirror of the dressing table; 
it was fine, he thought. He felt it 
again and thought that he had at 
last taken the right decision in 
bringing another dressing table 
for his room. His wife had always 
opposed the idea on the plea 
that there were other things more 
urgently required than the 
second dressing table. But he 
had to struggle daily to get to the 
dressing table, for his shave, for 
dressing up and for the final 
touches; how could he go to the 
office without being sure that 
everything was all right with him? 
Always there were children or 
Mrs. Rao before the mirror and 
a few days back, because of his 
struggle, for being closest to the 
mirro, he had got a cut; it had 
profeusely bleeded before he 
had found the alum and applied 
it — my God, what a cut! He 
remembered it every time he 
went before the mirror for the 
morning shave. Mrs. Rao had 
blamed it on the blade but he had 
insisted that it was the mirror and 
had boldly announced that he 
needed another mirror for his 
exclusive use. He secretly felt 
proud of his power. Moreover, he 
never forgot that that was the 
only day he got late for his office, 
as he missed his chartered bus 
and had to travel by the DTC 
bus; his suit suffered the most in 
the bedlam of the bus; it lost its 
usual elegance and he, shame- 
facedly, stealthily, entered his 
cabin, thinking that he would first 
spruce himself up and only then 
allow anyone to enter it. But as 
he entered, all the employees 
working in his section stood up 
and wished him. His irritation 
puzzled them because he had 
always been a suave and polite 
boss. He felt guilty because he 
had always chided one or the 
other employee for coming late. 
He was offended when he 
looked at Vijay who was giggling. 
He knew why he was laughing; 
only three days back he had an 
argument with him - 

"Today also you are late, more 
than half an hour." 

"Sir, I could’t get the bus." 

"What bus ! You just don’t care 
for the office discipline — you 
simply make excuses. You think 


you can befool me like that. 
There are so many buses, if you 
want to be punctual." 

"No Sir, I’m not bluffing, Sir." 

"I know, I know, I know you 
people. Well, look here, this is 
my last warning to you. IN future 
if you are late, I'll take discipli- 
nary action against you." 

"Rao Sahib, will you tell me 
what action you will take against 
me?" Vijay asked defiantly, chal- 
lengingly. 

Mr. Rao realized that the 
saucy, impudent tone of Vijay 
was a warning to him. But he 
was the Director, a big boss, and 
he thought it improper to retreat: 
"I am a man of principles and 
don’t like indiscipline. And if you 
again come late, I'll certainly take 
the action that you will always 
remember." 

Vijay really got furious and told 
him. "O.K. Mr. Rao, do anything 
you like. I shall also see how you 
dare take action against me." 

He was enraged by the behav- 
iour of Vijay, just a clerk in his 
office. He thought of suspending 
him immediately and teaching 
him a lesson, but when he pond- 
ered over the whole thing, he 
decided to drop the matter. He 
realized that Vijay was a Punjabi 
youth, and would stir the whole 
office. Most of the other staff 
members too were Punjabis and 
would most probably side with 
him. He may thus be forced to 
withdraw the suoensions later. 
And in case the higher authori- 
ties also did not feel convinced 
and sided with the poor clerk, his 
own prestige, his position, his 
reputation, his instalments for the 
flat, his telephone, his children. 

Mr. Rao looked at his watch — 
there were still ten minutes; his 
bus left at exact nine. He always 
got ready before time. Impul- 
sively, he opened his brief-case 
again — the VIP brief case — and 
looked into its pockets. He took 
out the typed sheet, made sure 
that it was the paper he had to 
carry — his speech that he had 
to deliver at the closing of a sem- 
inar in his office. He thought it 
was a great honour — he had 
specially been asked by the Sec- 
retary of the Ministry to address 
the Officers who were getting the 
refersher course. He had really 
felt proud and had prepared his 
speech with great care. In fact he 
had always looked forward to an 
opportunity to present his novel 
ideas befroe the Higher Author- 
ities. He stealthily glanced 
through the corner of his left eye 
and when he didn't find Mrs. Rao 
around, he felt irritated. He 
wanted to show to here that he 
did carry certain important 
papers in the bag as she had rid- 
iculed him a few days earlier. 
Actually, it was his own mistake, 
he had asked her to hand him 
over the brief case and she out 
of curiosity, opened it — there 


O.P. Arora 

was nothing in it: "Well, why do 
you carry it when there is nothing 
in it?" 

"Oh, you don’t understand: I 
am the Director and there can 
always be important papers and 
documents; in future never open 
it." 


hid it in his drawer lest the deal- 
ing clerk should see it. And from 
the next day, it wa§ a ritual for 
him to carry the bag — it always 
made him look important. 

After waiting for a while for 
Mrs. Rao to see him putting the 
papers into the bag, and being 
disappointed he looked at his 
watch again, locked it up and 
stepped out in style. Ms. Rao 
shouted after him, "Your lunch 
packl", but Mr. Rao had already 
seen his neighbour's wife, Mrs. 



That day in office, he found 
some old, useless papers and 
stuffed them in, so that if Mrs. 
Rao chanced to open it again, 
she would have enough cause 
for his carrying it daily. The fact 
was that he found it very 
impressive — he thought it added 
to his personality and his subor- 
dinates looked at him with 
respect and awe. He had felt 
envious of all those who carried 
the VIP brief-cases to their offi- 
ces, but had not been able to 
purchase one because of the 
paltry allowance Mrs. Rao 
allowed him out of his salary. But 
it came as a blessing to him. He 
had obliged someone — a big 
shot — and got his money 
released by convincing the deal- 
ing clerk that he was the minis- 
ter’s man. The man carried the 
VIP brief case and was sitting in 
his cabin, waiting for the cheque, 
when Mr. Rao longingly looked 
at the brief-case and said: 

"Mr. Dhawan, your bag is 
really beautiful." 

"Thank you, but you could 
keep it if you like it." 

"Oh, no, no, no — not that way." 

"Please — it is nothing." "No, 
no, I don’t like that kind of thing." 

"Oh, Mr. Rao, what are you 
talking? It’s just a small friendly 
gesture; moreover I have 
another at my place," saying this 
Mr. Dhawan emptied the bag 
and put it at Mr. Rao’s side table, 
who, after Mr. Dhawan had left, 


Amrit, beautiful and elegant, 
spreading smiles in her 
courtyard, and he decided 
against shouting back to his wife, 
he had always wondered how 
these Punjabi women could 
maintain themselves so well and 
look so charming; he was really 
jealous of Mr. Amrit and had tried 
many a time to win his confi- 
dence, but he was sorry that their 
relationship hadn’t gone too far. 
With a smile on his face, he was 
about to wish Mrs. Amrit, when 
Mrs. Rao came out with his lunch 
pack. Oh! He felt extermely let 
down; what a contrast between 
the two! And he is no way infer- 
ior to Mr. Amrit! He was 
extremely annoyed, but because 
of Mrs. Amrit, he told his wife 
politely that he didn't need the 
lunch pack as there was a party 
in the office. 

"How many days a week do 
you have parties in the office?", 
ironically asked Mrs. Rao. 

But he ignored her, looked 
pleasantly at Mrs. Amrit and 
moved on. Of late, he knew, he 
had been making excuses for not 
taking his Junch-packet to the 
office— how could he take the 
same, cold, tasteless dosa, idly 
or boiled rice? It had so hap- 
pened one day that one of his 
junior officrs had persuabded 
him to taste a dish his wife had 
prepared — he had never liekned 
to be so close to his 
subordinates — and he really 


found it delicious and praised it 
so much that he had to invite Mr. 
Rao to a dinner. Other officers 
too took a cue; and since then 
they all had worked as a team 
and he really enjoyed a good, 
hearty meal daily. At times he felt 
bad because he had to grant a 
few concessions here and there, 
but as lunch tiem approached, 
his palate ruled and he forgot his 
resolve. 

As he got into the bus, he was 
furious to see his seat 
occupied — he always liked 
people to follow norms — and 
thought of contesting but then 
decided against it: today he 
should be calm as he had to 
deliver a very important speech 
and had to expound many new 
and original ideas on how the 
administrators of the country 
could be made bold, sincere, 
honest and selfless so that they 
should provived a responsive 
and clean administration, free|| S 
inefficiency, corruption, favou.^ 
tism...the ideas which might 
make him one of the greatest 
men in the country, and hence 
he occupied an aisle seat in the 
rear. He thought he was cut out 
for important and big things and 
should not squabble over petty 
things. As he sat, he reflected for 
a while over what he was going 
to say, he knew it quite 
clearly — he had read and re-read 
it at least a hundred times; every- 
thing was mapped out on his 
brain, lucid and logical. ..he would 
be a celebrity in the higher ech- 
elons of the administration and 
might be, he was, awarded a 
Padamshree... but, but... he 
thought for a while, but what they 
didn't like his revolutionary 
views? What if they thought him 
heretical, a bunk, a truckload of 
junk? What if they thought he 
was going to ruin them? Down 
the ledder, thrown into the dust- 
bin, degraded and ridiculed... 
Oh, my God! his prestige, his 
position, his flat, his instalments, 
his lunch, Mrs. Amrit? He Was 
perspiring and the person sitting 
next to him opened the window. 

As he reached his office, he 
immediately deleated all the 
sentences suggesting the innov- 
ative ideas — the ideas which 
could have made him great and 
the country’s administration 
strong and healthy... he made it 
a perfect speech for the 
occasion — he had virtually to 
re-write the whole thing. He got 
it re-typed, and re-asured pf'his 
prestige, position, his flat, his 
instalments, his vanity bag, his 
delicious lunch and Mrs. Amrit, 
he proceeded towards the venue 
of the seminar. 
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Communalism in the Pillory 


Communal Problem In India: A symposium, Edited by Dr. 
Ramji Lai Dyal Singh College, Karnal 1 988 pp 327 


I ndia is standing at the cross- 
roads of history because even 
after 40 years of indepen- 
dence sinister forces of religious 
fundamentalism, obscurantism 
and rabid communalism have 
been raising their ugly heads to 
such an extent that the unity of 
the people, the Indianness, the 
composite culture and together- 
ness are on the brink of break. 
Secular values and ethos of our 
polity enshrined in the constitu- 
tion are being eroded and the 
ideology of communalism is 
oenetrating slowly and gradually 
>.to our political and social sys- 
Sms since India became free. 
The slogans of 'Hindu Rashtra’, 
Muslim India;, 'Khalistan', 'Chris- 
tianistan’ and the like are echoed 
by die-hard communalists, 
communal ideologues and reli- 
gious zealots. 

The communal ideology has 
poisoned the minds of the people 
whether living in a cosmopolitan 
city like Delhi — the very capital of 
India or a remote village in 
Gujarat — the birth place of 
Mahatma Gandhi — an apostle of 
Ahimsa and communal amity. 
Thus the irony of the times is 
working at its own speed and 
what henry James calles, the 
figure in the carpet,' is getting 
spoiled. 

It appeared we had learnt our 
'.essons from the dark days of 
partition and expected that the 
somuldering ambers of commu- 
nal hatred, which had been 
assiduously fanned by rulers 
during the long period of freedom 
struggle, would slowly die away 
yielding to communal place and 
brotherhood. But our hopes have 
been miserably belied. The 
shocking fact is that communal 
clashes have not only multiplied 
manifold in numbers but have 
become keener in violence, vir- 
ulence and brutality. In certain 
regions clashes have become a 
recurring phenomena. They are 
causing serious concern to all 
the persons who have the wel- 
fare and unity of the country at 
heart. It is essential to sit up and 
dispassionately analyse the 
causes of the national malaise 
before It is too late. 

Development and 
Distribution 

F ruits of development and 
progress after indepen- 
dence have not been 
equally and fairly distributed 
among different sections of soci- 
ety. Increase in G.N.P. and per 
capita income are poor indices of 
the relief which has percolated to 
the persons at the lowest rung. 
Such strata of the poor and the 
exploited people, living below the 
poverty line, exist in varying 


measures in all religious seg- 
ments. Then how do these eco- 
nomic and developmental 
inequaltties contribute in the 
building up of commul tensions. 
Rural areas, where disparities 
are as acute, are comparatively 
free from communal virus. Urban 
and semi-urban areas are more 
prone to communal clashes 
although the inequalities hare 
are worse than in rural areas. 

In parliamentry democracy, 
where numbers play a key 
role, all political parties exploit 
communal factor in elections. 
Candidates are selected, even 
by secular parties, with an eye 
on the relative proportion of 
different religious communi- 
ties In the constituency. There 
Is deliberate effort to create 
vote banks and keep certain 
segments of society awav 
from the national mainstream. 
Political parties have been in 
varying degrees exploiting 
religious and caste factors for 
electroal gains. 

How far this factor has been 
instrumental in intensifying 
communal strife and sowing 
seeds of mutual distrust. Does it 
not appear paradoxical that pro- 
cess of elections, the very foun- 
dation of parliamentary 
democracy, instead of promoting 
coherence among different 
communities, should nourish 
communalism and dissensions. 

In all multi-religious, etnnic and 
lingual societies, minorities are 
troubled by the nagging fear of 
being overwhelmed by the 
majority. They are apprehensive 
of losing their distinctive identity. 
They organise themselves to 
protect their interest and self 
esteem. In the process they 
sometimes adopt aggressive 
postures. Divergent trjynts and 
practices among communities 
are overemphasised, common 
and unifying factors are down- 
played. Ruling party, driven by 
political expendiency and pres- 
surised by vocal pressure 
groups, not unoften appeases 
minority elements by accepting 
unreasonable demands which 
go against the long term national 
interests. This in turn induces 
majority to become more asser- 
tive than accommodative. Such 
a syndrome is not uncommon in 
multi-ethnic and multi-religious 
societies, but in India it has per- 
haps contributed to communal 
disharmony much more than 
other factors. Whereas minorities 
complain of insecurity and dis- 
crimination, the majority feels 
that in its own land it is not get- 
ting its due. Such feeling create 
situations ripe for communal con- 
flicts. Any small incident can trig- 
ger it. How is it the land known 


for communal tolerance, the land 
which gave the message of 
non-violence to the whole world 
has become a victim of recurring 
communal violence. When reli- 
gious hatred, crusades and 
inquisitions, were taking heavy 
toll of human life in Europe, we 
were living in relative peace and 
communal harmony. Now on the 
threshold of 21st century, with 
secular constitution as our guid- 
ing star, we have to hang our 
heads in shame due to holo- 
causts of Delhi, Ahmedabad, 
Bhiwandi, Moradabad, Meerut 
and Maliana. 


religion from politics It India Is 
to survive as democratic 
nation. But how? 

Another intriguing fact in the 
scenario is that the leaders who 
exploit communal passions as 
well as the participants in roits, 
are persons who are almost 
untouched by the true springs of 
religion. At one end we have well 
educated persons, adrict in the 
art of practical politics, sophisti- 
cated enough to conceal their 
personal ambititions and at the 
other end lumpens who revel in 
may him under all conditions. 
Actual sufferers are the middle 


In parliamentry democracy, where numbers play 
a key role, all political parties exploit communal 
factor in elections. Candidates are selected, even 
oy secular parties, with an eye on the relative pro- 
portion of different religious communities in the 
constituency. There is deliberate effort to create 
vote banks and keep certain segments of society 
away from the national mainstream. Political par- 
ties have been in varying degrees exploiting reli- 
gious and caste factors for electroal gains. 


It cannot be denied that reli- 
gion has been a much moe 
dominant element in the 
Indian society since ages than 
other societies. Dialecticians 
may call it a symptom of pri- 
mitiveness or a moribund 
stage of social evolution but 
its existence cannot be 
denied. It permeates our cul- 
tural heritage. Secular events 
like birth, marriage, death and 
other functions cannot be car- 
ried out without carrying out 
religious ceremonies and rit- 
uals. To some extent It Is true 
of ail societies but our attach- 
ment to religion is much 
deeper than national. It is so 
embedded in our psyhce that 
all our problems take a reli- 
gious hue. It is a trough into 
which all grievances, political, 
economic, linguistic and cul- 
tural get channelised. Some 
groups overtly aver that poli- 
tics and religion cannot be 
separated. 

Religious heads, enjoying 
enormous prestige and follow- 
ing, freely dabble In murky 
politics and exploit religious 
sentiments for fulfilment of 
political, economic and lin- 
guistic objectives, which 
should entirely be the concern 
of secular politics. Some reli- 
gious precincts have become 
too sacred to enter even for 
the law enforcing agencies of 
the government. They have 
acquired the status of a state 
within a state. Such situation 
is perhaps unique to the 
Indian sub-continent. The 
problem is complex and we 
will have to find our own solu- 
tion. We shall have to distance 


rung on either side. This situation 
has arisen as we have neither 
towering spritual leaders, who 
know how to hold on their flock 
nor statesmen truly and firmly 
committed to the secular ideals. 
Thus the field is left wide open to 
the pseudo-religious advanturers 
for exploitation, social problems 
are generally complex and do 
not lend to easy solution. More- 
over, however much one may try 
to be objective, certain inbuilt 
biases cannot be avoided. That 
is the reason different persons 
view the same social problem 
from different angles and reach 
different conclusions. That by 
itself is not disadvantagous as it 
helps us to have kaleidoscopic 
view of the problem. But some- 
times it is observed that a deli- 
brate effort is made to fit the 
problem in line with the frame 
work. Its inconvenient aspects, 
not falling in line with the frame 
work are either ignored or belit- 
tled. Such an approach not only 
lacks desired objectivity but 
presents a simplistic distorted 
picture. Communal problem is 
too complex to be fully covered 
by any existing framework. 

m S' 



Indeed, the nature and causes of 
communal problem in Punjab 
may be quite different from the 
ones in Ahmedabad, Meerut or 
Kerala. It may neither be easy 
not rewarding to work for all 
encompassing coherent theory 
which can take into account all 
aspects of communal problem at 
all times and places. 

To initiate serious study of the 
above as well as other aspects 
of communal problem in our 
country in their historical and 
post-independence perspective, 
a seminar was arranged in Uyal 
Singh College, Karnal in Nov- 
ember 1987. Eminent scholars 
drawn from the Delhi, Punjab, 
Kurukshetra, Punjabi, Guru 
Nanak Dev and Jawaharlal 
Nehru Universities and Colleges 
of Haryana presented their 
research papers and held dis- 
cussions for two days. Dr. Ramji 
Lai, Head, Department of Polit- 
ical Science was the moving 
spirit behind the organisation of 
the Seminar. 

The present volume includes 
the scholarly articles presented 
in the Seminar by the old and 
young politicla scientists who 
specialise in this field. The 
learned contributors have 
expressed their view frankly, 
impartially and objectively. This 
volume deals with all the shades 
of communalism with special 
reference to the Punjab 
problem — the burning problem of 
the second half of the current 
century. The scholars have sug- 
gested the way out, too. 

The scholars who participated 
in the Seminar as well as those 
who have contributed their val- 
uable articles include Shri I.K. 
Gujrat, Former Minister of State 
of Information and Broadcasting, 
Dr. Romila Thapar, Mr. Asghar 
Ali Engineer and Main Shakir. 

Whereas the celebrated ones 
among the contributors have 
covered the more general 
aspects of the problem of com- 
munalism in comprehensive 
terms, the socialised contribu- 
tions of Dr. lam Ji Lai, Dr. Amar- 
jit Singh N rang, Dr. N.D. Arora, 
and Dr. Surinder Suri are first 
class contributions to the ongo- 
ing national discussion on com- 
munalism. Dr. Ram Ji Lai and Dr. 
Narang have brought out the 
specificities of communalism in 
Punjab in particular. Dr. Arora 
and Dr. Suri have devoted them- 
selves to the discussion of the 
way out of the communal imbro- 
glio. 

G.S. Sandhu 
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OUR DEFENSE IS IN THE SPIRIT 
WHICH PRIZED LIBERTY 
AS THE HERITAGE OF ALL MEN, 
AND ALL LANDS EVERYWHERE 


Abraham Lincoln 


Noises in Punjab 

Lt. Col. Manohar Singh (Retd.) 


There are many noises rising 
from various sources. But there 
is no one who has dispassion- 
ately reasoned out the cause of 
terrorism, and the coming into 
play of rockets and bullets in 
Punjab inspite of exhaustive 
deployment of security forces. 
Unfortunately in the darkness of 
this lacuna more stringent mea- 
sures and forces are being 
thought of without the realisation 
of drain of finance at the cost of 
poormans’ welfare, generating of 
unhealthy relationship between 
the public and Government, and 
misplacement of trust between 
the communities. It was a 
national necessity, to have 
debated, how and why the Sikh 
militants had sprung up, and 
have taken to a dangerous path, 
that even the string of draconian 
laws have failed to contain them 
or demoralise them. However it 
is yet to be seen whether the 
Government armed with emer- 
gency powers could play the 
miacles or it would boomerang. 
Keeping in mind the foreign 
hands, definitely Pakistan is 
helping the Sikh terrorists to 
achieve her own dubious aims, 
and not out of any genuine sym- 
pathy to the sikh terrorists or the 
Sikh community as a whole. 


worrying a sikh or his commun- 
ity. Therefore, let the country be 
acquainted with the real problem 
of the sikhs. 


Operation Blue Star 


To understand the whole 
matter in its correct perspective, 
we need to examine the result of 
operation bluestar and massacre 
of the sikhs residing out side 
Punjab in November 84, after the 
dastardly assassination of Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, and there after the 
attitude adopted by the Govern- 
ment against the sikh commun- 
ity, specially concerning Amrit 
(Baptism) carrying of Kirpan and 
general sikh way of life to 
demoralise them, by threatening 
the very base of their religious 
pride. 

The Government, the police, 
and general administration all 
have turned their blind eyes and 
deaf ears to drum in one sense 
in the sikh community that the 
country has no value for it. And 
the Government and its machin- 
ery would act in the way it suits 
them. This has become more 
apparent, because the organs 
like Parliament and judiciary 
have also failed to get justice to 
their grievances, the police and 
other elements of security have 
been politicised and communal- 
ised which has become source 
of constant harassment to even 
a law abiding sikh out side 
Punjab. The general impression 
drawn by the sikhs is that the 
majority community treats them 
as its captive, since their pro- 
sperity and existance can be 
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scuttled at any moment, which 
has been made abundently 
obvious by the socio economic 
boycott call of the sikhs by Mr Bal 
Thackery to the Hindus through- 
tout India. It has also been 
observed that neither the state 
Government nor the central 
Government has reacted to Mr 
Bal Thackery's call of boycott 
with any concern. And also, 
there has been no meaningful 
public reaction to condemn him. 
The Government could hood 
wink others but not the sikh 
community on this accord. 
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The Propaganda 


It is important to point out that 
the present propaganda depict- 
ing, as is the country if fighting 
war in Punjab against the terror- 
ists (being viewed as against the 
Sikhs) is to keep public in the 
dark, about the failure omthe part 
of Government. This state of 
affairs would eventually prove 
drastic to the interests of the 
country. The main point of anx- 
iety is that if the present war like 
situation continues for another 6 
months, then it would not be a 
surpirse to the nation that 
weightage of sikh moderates and 
neutrals wbuld fall on the side of 
terrorist. This is obvious because 
when any sikh is killed, whether 
a terrorists, the sikh community 
says that a sikh has been killed, 
irrespective of who has killed 
one. Therefore, the propaganda 
with an eye on some thing else, 
that the terrorist sikhs are being 
wiped out is not going to pay any 
dividend. So, the situation must 
be gauged accordingly. The mil- 
itants or terrorists receive their 
recruitment and reinforcements 
from their community. This must 
be stopped. But how’ Not 
through bullet policy. 

It would be a folly to continue 
calling sikh youths as terrorists 
because they do not think to be 
so. And, this would only amount 
to shying away from the real 
problem of satisfying the sikh 
community on political pedestal. 
Unless this is done no other for- 
mula or remedy could settle the 
storm. Till today a common man 
has no perception, what really is 


The President of the People’s Republic of Mozambique, H.E. Major General Joaquim Alberto Chissano paying florai 
tributes at the Samadhi of Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat in Delhi on May 14, 1988. The Minister of State for Banking 
and Economic Affairs Shri Eduardo Faleiro is also seen. 
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From Plywood to Poverty 


Agumbe a small village-amidst 
western Ghat hills in Shimoga 
district, Karnataka is popularly 
known as Cheerapunji of South 
India. It has a population of about 
1000, wno are mainly engaged 
in agriculture. Out of these there 
are about 16 Harijan families, 
who are working as landless 
labourers. They migrate to far off 
places in search of employment. 

Majappa, a middle aged Har- 
ijan from Agumbe said 'Now we 
are at the mercy of forest 
department. If they give work we 
are able to earn livelihood oth- 
erwise we have to suffer". How- 
ever, the search for employment 
for Majappa and other Harijans 
is a recent phenomenon. During 
inis childhood and youth days 
' Vtere was enough work as they 
were engaged in cane work. In 
all about 160 families from 
Agumbe, Halandur and nearby 
villages were traditional cane 
workers. They were skilled in 
basket weaving and other pro- 
ducts used in rural areas. Cane 
was abundant in nearby forest 
and they went into the forest to 
bring cane. These families were 
totally dependent on cane work 
and they earned a reasonable 
livelihood. Though they had no 
land to cultivate, they were never 
unemployed. The forests nearby 
provided them a living. 

However, the situation started 
changing about a decade back. 
The forest department imposed 
/ J^ertain restrictions on bringing 
' ^cane from the forests. It also 
levied some price for each head- 
load of cane brought by cane- 
workers. This restriction created 
some hardship for traditional 
caneworkers. But they were put 
on even more hardship when 
forest department suddenly 
imposed a total ban on cutting 
cane from nearby forests. The 
reason given by forest depart- 
ment for imposing such a ban 
was that, the caneworkers have 
over exploited the cane from for- 
ests and that cane is getting 
extinct. In order to regenerate the 
canegrowth the government 
imposed the ban. 

For a forest official and to an 
outsider this ban may seem a 
rational step to protect cane- 
workers interest in the long run. 
However, the caneworkers view 
is entirely different. Canework- 
ers do accept that cane reserves 
have dwindled in recent times. 
But they attribute this overexploi- 
tation to government’s forest 
policy. 


The forest department has 
allowed plywood factories to 
enter these forests. These plyw- 
ood factories have logged the 
area for decades. While logging 
they select big and tall trees. 
These trees helped the regene- 
ration of cane and to' spread in 
|e ,;h on the trunks of these 
trfess. Once the trees were filled 
the cane hand no support to 


Pandurang Hegde 


soread. Again the plywood com- 
panies constructed huge roads in 
thick forest areas. While con- 
structing these roads the cane 
roots were uprooted this process 
of uprooting cane has decreased 
the regeneration process. Plyw- 
ood extraction over the years has 
decreased the availability of 
minor forest produce like honey 
and herbal nuts. Plywood com- 
panies have extracted water 
retaining trees from Agumbe for- 
ests. This has contributed 
towards drying up of streams, 
affecting agriculture. 

The plywood companies are 
mainly responsible for the extrac- 
tion of cane to from the forests. 
These 1 60 traditional cane work- 
ing families have been pushed to 
a state of destitutes by plywood 
factories. The state government 
has banned cane extraction but 
it has not banned plywood 
extraction. Moreover, in Karna- 
taka, there are 17 plywood fac- 
tories dependent on the states 
meagre forests. These factories 
make a profit of nearly 500 per- 
cent as they get wood at conces- 
sional rate. The destruction of 
people’s resource base by these 
plyewood factories is beyond 
imagination. The plywood factor- 
ies are driving people to unem- 
ployment, poverty and 
destitution. 

There is a caneworkers co- 
operative in Agumbe. But is is 
defunct. Another rich person has 
established a cane weaving 
centre getting aid from state 
industries department. This 
centre gets cane from far off 
places. The centre employee 
outside workers, as they produce 
items only for urban centers. The 
local traditional canweavers 
have no work in this canecentre. 
They cannot match the skills of 
outside workers, who are trained 
according to market demand. 

The state government is doing 
out "schemes" to assisst these 
landlesslabourers. The govern- 
ment has given green cards to 
them so that they can get rice at 
Rs. 2 per kg and other essential 
items at concessional rate. But 
Harjappa asks what is the use of 
all this assistance, once they had 
taken our livelihood we will never 
be able t sustain or earn some- 
thing to satisfy our basic needs. 

Subbaih Gauda of Malandur, 
another caneweaver said "in old 
days we had at least something 
to work so that we could feed our 
family. We never suffered from 
hunger. But now with no 
employment we do not have 
money to purchase the rice given 
at cncessional rate to green card 
holdeis". 

The destruction of traditional 
people’s resources is a recurring 
phenonmenon. The plywood 
industry has destroyed the sus- 
tainable resource base of can- 
eweavers. This plywood induced 


ppverty is supported by the state 
gdyernment. On the one hand 
the" government in Karnataka 
claims that it is a qbampion of 
poor people, but in practice it is 
continuing the oroocess of 


destroying poor peopie s case. 
The decision to continue the 
supply of wood to these plywood 
factries at concessional rate in 
coming years is a clear indication 
that government is determined to 


destroy poor people's remaining 
resource. And then to cover up 
these lapses the same govern- 
ment would come out with some 
'schemes’. 
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The Muslim Rajput of 
Rajasthan-Khanzadas, 
Malkhanas And Meos 


...There were, and are, 
numerous castes in Rajasthan 
which are keenly aware of their 
Hindu past and indicate this by 
using Hindu surnames after their 
Muslim names. 

Many Hindu martial castes 
that were proselytised to Islam 
came to be known as Malk- 
hana, Khanzada, Kayamkhani, 
Deshwall, Slndhl (Sipahi), 
Lalkhanl, Meo, Mewatl etc., to 
neme only the promlnet ones 
among them... 

MEOS 

The most numerous among 
the Rajput Muslims of Rajasthan 
are the Meos, who numbereed 1 , 
67, 514 according to the 1931 
census, the last in which enum- 
eration was done on the basis of 
caste... 

The Kayamkani is the most 
widespread and second most 
numerous Muslim Rajput caste 
of numerous Muslim Rajput 
castes of Rajasthan. In fact, the 
uniformed regard all Muslim Raj- 
puts as Kayamkhanis... The kay- 
amkhanis trace their cescent to 
Karamsi, the son of the Chauhan 
ruler Mothirao of Dadrewa 
(Bikaner)... 

The other major Muslim Rajput 
caste inhabiting western parts of 
Rajasthan is SindhL.lts mem- 
bers are also called Sipahi as 
they have traditionally served in 
police and armed forces. They 
are the descendants of the Bhati, 


Sodha, Tanwar and Rathore 
Rajputs converted to Islam. A 
segment of this caste is known 
as Nayak whose members were 
traditionally engaged as guards 
of city gates and forts during the 
period of princely rule. The caste 
comprised such Rajput clans as 
Chauhan, Rathore, Sisodia and 
Johiya... 

The Malkhanas are Gaur and 
Uayaswal Rajputs... They also 
admitted into their fold such 
sub-castes of the Yadavas as 
Kumarani, Tarkare, Dhakera, 
Manhaar and Malkhanan. They 
inhabit Bharatpur District of Raj- 
asthan and Mathura, Agra, Ali- 
garh, Itawa, Kanpur and 
Farrukhabad areas of UP. 

Baclihgoti segment of the 
Chauhans to which Jaichand, 
the ruler of Kannpuj, belonged 
came to be known as the Khan- 
zada after Jaichands son, Tilok, 
was converted to Islam. He was 
renamed Tatar Khan and was 
given the title of Khan Azam. 
Consequently, his descendants 
came to be known as Khanza- 
das. However, the Khanzadas of 
Bharatput area are the descen- 
dants of the Yadava ruler of 
Uhangarh (Alwar). 

Deshwalis 

...The Deshwalis were natives 
of Rajasthan and belonged to the 
Agnivanshi branch of the Raj- 
puts.... They are also known as 
Gaadeets (Cartmen) as they 
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transportedgoods from Gujarat 
to Pali... 

Lalkhanis have descended 
from the Badgujar Rajput ruler 
Lai Singh of Rajore in Alwer. 
Akbar conferred on him the title 
of ‘Khan,’ His grandson Itmad 
Rai was converted to Islam by 
Aurangzeb. His descendants 
came to be known as Lal-Khanis, 
prominent among them being the 
houses of Nawabs of Chhatari 
and Phahasu and some taluq- 
dars of Dharampur in UP. 

In spite of the fundamentalist 
effort to cut them off from their 
cultural moorings in their past, 
the Muslim Rajputs have clung to 
their past whose testimony can 
be found in practices, ceremo- 
nies and modes of worship still 
surviving among them. In 
Bikaner, Muslims start a busi- 
ness enterprise £y having a 
brahman priest to perform the 
Muhurtam. Meos and Malkhanas 
worship Hanuman and village 
deities... The Muslim Rajputs of 
Jaipur worship Shitla, a folk 
deity, and those of Ajmer wor- 
ship Mataji, Bhairava and Tejaji. 
The Muslims Rajputs of Kota 
worship Ganesha at the time of 
marriage. 

The symbiosis of the past and 
present in the Muslim Rajput 
mind is a case of inability of all 
individuals and communities to 
cut themselves wholly off from 
the umbilical cord of their past... 
(Source : the Organiser, New 
Delhi 14 Feb 88) 



NCR Plan Implementation 


Necessary 


Inaugurating a Seminar on the 
Naitonal Capital region at the 
India International Centre, the 
Chief Executive councillor, Jag 
Parvesh Chandra categorically 
stated that unless seven little 
Dalhis having nearly the same 
educational medical and other 
facilities like Delhi, are built, 
around the capital, the inflow of 
the people from neighbouring 
states would continue. If these 
towns are built a large number of 
people who are living in cong- 
ested areas in Delhi would like to 
shift there. He made it clear that 
neither Industry nor the whole- 
sale trade will be allowed to be 
shifted to other states from Delhi. 
No one dare raise his finger at 
our industry. Delhi’s prosperity 
depends upon them. 

He added that shortage of 
funds has been stated to be in 
the way of the implementation of 
the N.C.R. plan. It is agreed that 
the ecentral Government has no 
funds for this big project. Their 


hands are already occup,ed with 
providing draught relief in most 
of the States. To get the funds, 
he suggested that the life Insur- 
ance Corporation, the General 
Insurance Corporation should be 
involved in the development of 
these towns and residential and 
commercial complexes. The 
public debentures and loans 
could also be floated for this pur- 
pose. He further stated that 
unless new towns are built 
immediately, calamity would fall 
on Delhi because every year two 
lakh migrants are coming to the 
capital. 

.When the scheme of NCR 
was formulated, it was believed 
that NCR was meant for Delhi 
but now it seems that Delhi is 
meant for NCR because the par- 
ticipating States want to tak<^ 
away its industry in the name 
decongesting the capital. Con- 
cluding, he said that it seems that 
Delhi is the mistress of many Jbut 
beloved of none. 


Measures for Conservation of 
Energy 


Delhi Administration is taking 
concrete measures for the con- 
servation of energy in the Cap- 
ital. It has been decided to 
impose 25% cut on HT and LT 
Industires. This will be in addition 
to the present one day’s off. 
However, the industries having 
continuous process would be 
exempted from this power cut. 

It has also been decided that 
there should be a total ban on 
neon-signs and hoardings etc. 
and restrictions on Air Condition- 
ing, particularly during the eveing 
peak hours from 6.30 p.m. to 
9.30 p.m. will also help in con- 
serving the energy. However 
hospitals, cinemas and other 


places having large public gath- 
ering will be exempted. 

So far as the street lights are 
concerned, it has been decided 
that switching on and off hours 
should be strictly enforced and if 
possible some more squeezing 
of time should also be done. 
Decision has also been taken to 
have 10% cut on energy Con-_ 
sumption on Governmer 
Departments. Strict instructions'" 
are being issued in this connec- 
tion to the Departments. 

The DESU has organised 
Flying Squad to prevent ! eakage- 
i.e. theftof power where ever 
noticed. Police help would be 
available in case of any resis- 
tance over this issue. 
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Opposition leaders Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina speculation about strained relationship. 


Bangla Desh 

Continued from page 16 


his "abiding faith" In the 
tenets of Islam, keeping his 
interests at the top. Needless 
to state, it would facilitate 
concentration of tremendous 
powers in his hands. Not Irre- 
levantly, while emphasizing 
the importance of Islamization, 
President Ershad had hinted 


at making sweeping changes 
in electoral iawa and system in 
the country. The portents are 
obviously ominous. 

Summing Up 

T o sum up it could be said 
that the Opposition unity, 
which had become a dis- 


cernibly strong reality with the 
beginning of oust-Ershad cam- 
paign in November last, had 
started petering out of late. But 
this bill is likely to provide a big 
adhesive to- the Opposition 
forces in Bangladesh. President 
Ershad, who has already, made 
a record as the longest surviving 
head of state and government in 
Bangladesh, might be put to 
severe political strain once again. 
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Freedom for Mandela? 


j THE top political prisoner in South 
J • Africa, Nelson Mandela, is likely 
to be released by the end* of this 
year, according to observers. There 
has been immense speculation since 
President P.W. Botha told the South 
African Parliament recently that re- 
nunciation of violence was no longei; 
a precondition for Mandela's release. 
Botha indicated that one of Man- 
dela's co-prisoners, Goven Makabi, 
might be released first. Makabi (76). 


like Mandela, has been in prison for 
24 years after being convicted of trea- 
son. His health is failing and it is 
thought that his release would be in- 
tended by the white minority Govern- 
ment as a trial run for the more drama- 
tic and emotional impact likely . in 
South Africa when Mandela is freed. 
And freedom before Christmas is 
now widely predicted for the 69-year- 
old Mandela. □ 
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Islamization of Politics in 
Bangladesh: Ominous Portents 


Dr. Parma Nand 


H 


aving consolidated his 
position in the contro- 
versial election of March 
3 whiclrthe mainstream oppos- 
tion parties have dubbed as vote- 
less President Ershad of 
Bangladesh is now trying to insti- 
tutionalize this consolidation. The 
method that he has chosen to 
fulfil this objective is the Islami- 
zation ofthe politics and polity of 
the most nascent South Asian 
state. Not that the move is abrupt 
or even sudden, for Ershad had 
made his intentions quite clear 
during the electioneering in 
march. 

Bill Piloted 

M oudud Ahmed, the 
Prime Minister of Ban- 
gladesh, presented a 
bill in the Jatiya Sangsad, the 
unicameral legislature, on May 
11 with a view to making Islam 
the religion of the state. Though 
the governmental move was 
quite expected, what was unex- 
pected was the haste in which 
the bill was moved. It was hoped 
by all concerned that the gov- 
ernment would introduce the bill 
in a calm and relaxed political 
atmosphere. However, the ruling 
Jatiya Party’s Parliamentary 
wing met on the morning of May 
1 1 and decided that the bill be 
introduced that very day. The 
reason for this might have been 
the government’s desire to 
gauge the public opinion during 
the parliamentary recess. Parli- 
ment was to remain adjourned 
for more than a week for Eid- 
ul-Fitr celebrations. 

The government, while 
defending the bill, asserted 
that the move was being made 
In deference to the wishes of 
90% Muslim population of the 
country. Mahbubur Rahman. 
Information Minister, sought 
to defend the bill arguing the 
people would enjoy complete 
freedom In Bangladesh, if 
Islam is made state religion. 
On his part, Gen. Ershad has 
expressed happiness over the 
Introduction of the bill, which 
he asserted would give a dis- 
tinct identity to the people of 
Bangladesh, along with Its 
language, culture and herit- 
age. He also asserted that 
declaration of Islam as the 
state religion would, on the 
one hand, consolidate the 
religion in the country, and on 
the other, make the Muslim 
majority more responsible 
towards other minorities. 

The Opposition 


M 


ost of the Opposition 
parties, however do not 
endorse the stand of 


President Ershad’s government. 
The Awami League has warned 
that the present rulers would be 
responsible for any "conse- 
quence", if the nation is pushed 
towards a conflict in the name of 
Islam as state religion. The warn- 
ing was issued at an emergency 
meeting of the party central 
council with Sheikh Hasina in the 
chair. The Bangladesh National- 
ist Party and Opposition seven- 
party alliance chief, Begum Kha- 
leda Zia, said Parliament, which 
itself was illegal, had no right to 
bring forward any constitutional 
amendment. The five-party alli- 
ance of left parties has termed 
the move "an attack on the spirit 
of the Liberation war". A secular 
Bangaldesh was established at 
the cost of the blood of martyrs”. 
It said, further, that the "People 
would resist the move at all cost". 

Despite the respite in the 
anti-government programme 
durign the month of Ramzan, 
the issue of "Islamization" 
sparked widespread agitation. 
Leading Opposition alliances, 
student bodies and other 
socio-cultural organizations 
took to the streets to register 
their protests. Both Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed and Khaleda Zia 
at two rallies in Dhaka on May 
12 emphasized the need for a 
"united struggle" to resist the 
bill. Sheikh Hasina dubbed the 
bill as "reactionary and com- 
munal". Begum Khaleda Zia, 
on the other hand, asserted 
that the bill was "unneces- 
sary". She argued that evry- 
thing had been done to 
underline the importance of 
Islam by the previous gov- 
ernment under the leadership 
of her late husband, Zia-ur- 
Rahman. 

However, it Is worthwhile to 
note that the fundamentalist 
Jammat-e-lslami has not 
raised any voice agalns this 
development. The Jammat, 
too, had assaild the move of 
President Ershad earlier 
describing it "unnecessary" 
as also viewing the govern- 
ment without any locus standi 
to do so. Like other main- 
stream Opposition Parties, it 
too had boycotted the March 
3 poll. Political observers view 
its stoic silence this time as 
mysterious. 

Ershad’s Advantages 

A number of advantages 
would accrue to Presi- 
dent Ershad when the 
bill becomes a law. He will be 
able to get tremendous eco- 
nomic assitance from the Arab 
countries. Even otherwise Ban- 
gladesh is dependent on foreign 
aid for its 75% developmenal 


works resources. In addition, the 
new measure may help procur- 
ing more jobs for Bangladesh is 
in other pronounced Muslim 
states. Besides, such a legisla- 
tion may help Bangladesh in 
alienating itself from India to a 
greater degree and might make 
its task of criticizing India easier. 
Even a genuine criticism from 
India-which is bound to arise as 
there would be more and more 
violation of human rights and 
dignity in seveeral areas-could 


be indicated as an "unnecessary 
interference in the interal affairs 
of a Muslim state". Also, this 
measure may help the govern- 
ment in "satisfying"the Chakmas, 
as China did in the case of Tib- 
etans. 

Any such legislation makes 
the process of throttling of 
democracy quite easy, for any 
demand for democratization 
and liberalization of the polity 
would be easily dubbed "anti- 
Islamic". Significantly and rel- 


evantly, the February 1985 
elections In Pakistan were 
held on the basis of "Partyl- 
essness" as according to 
President Zia, parties were 
against the tenets of Islam. It 
is altogether a different matter 
that after getting rid of Paki- 
stan People’s Party (PPP) 
therein, parties were allowed 
to be rgistered subsequently. 
President Ershad can also 
blow hot and cold reiterating 
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